
 

 

December 10, 2014 

Free Community News of Walpole,  
Nornalup, Peaceful Bay & Bow Bridge 

 

Proudly published in litter-free Walpole  

Plans to upgrade the South West  

and South Coast highways to meet 

National Highway 1 standards are 

being overseen by a group 

comprising community and 

environmental stakeholders. 

 Based on Michael Filbyôs 

opinion piece ôIs this the look we 

want?ô of December 3, the 

Walpole Weekly conducted its own 

inquiry into road widening and 

roadside clearing through the 

Walpole Wilderness. 

 On the planned road widening 

to take place between Walpole and 

Pemberton, Main Roads WA 

spokesperson Dean Roberts 

explained:  ñThe aim of the project 

is to increase the width of the road 

from approximately 8 metres out 

to 10 metres, including widening 

of the sealed surface. 

 ñThe total width of the cleared 

area required to accommodate this 

is typically around 20m-22m but 

will vary depending on the road 

formation type, the terrain, the 

type of vegetation and the width of 

the existing cleared corridor.  

 ñIn the initial sections to be 

widened, minimal additional 

clearing will be required to 

accommodate the proposed road 

widening as the existing 

cleared area is adequate.  

 ñIn other areas the extent 

of clearing required may be 

larger and this will be 

determined as the design 

progresses.ò 

 On whether or not 

Nat ional Highway 1 

standards exceed the ñroad 

reserveò currently in place, 

Mr Roberts said: ñThe road 

reserve width varies and is 

typically 40m to 60m wide, 

which is generally adequate 

to accommodate the 

proposed road widening.  

 ñThere may however be a 

need to undertake some 

clearing outside of the road 

reserve on some isolated 

(Continued on page 5) 

Walpoleôs emergency services fleet completed a circuit of town after receiving a 

blessing from Rev Sue Lodge-Calvert. Story and pics on pages 12 & 13. 

Main Roads consults stakeholders 
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St Georgeôs  
Anglican Church  

Walpole 
Corner Vista and Pier Streets 

 

Holy Communion  
Sunday 10am. 

 

   Contact:   Rev Sue Lodge-Calvert 

   Telephone: 9848 2173 

   Website: www.denmarkanglican.org.au 

TIMES TO REMEMBER 
  

Walpole Waste  Transfer  Station  
Tuesday   and  Thursday   1 - 5  

Sunday 9 - 5  
 

Peaceful Bay Tip  

Wednesday 9 - 1   Sunday 1 - 4.30 
 

Library ph: 9840 1108  

Wednesday  9 - 12 and 1 - 3.30   
Friday 9 - 12 and 1 - 3.30 Saturday 9 -12 

Walpole Op Shop 
MondayðFriday 9.30 - 11.30 and Saturday 10 -1 

 

Temperatures and rainfall for - 
Sunday November 30 to Saturday December 6, 2014 

 Temperatures Rainfall  

 Min Max mm 

Sunday 9.5 21.4 0 

Monday 14.0 21.8 0.2 

Tuesday 11.8 19.8 2.4 

Wednesday 10.5 24.0 0 

Thursday 12.8 20.3 1.4 

Friday 12.4 19.7 0.2 

Saturday 10.2 22.6 0 

4.2 Total rainfall for the week  

Forecast for the next five days: 

Dec 10  Alan Barrington 

Dec 12  Riley Hawkins 

Dec 16  Christine Hill 

     Neil Burton 

     Holly OôBrien 

Submit your friendsô 

and family membersô  

birthdays to the  

editor at  

weekly@walpole.org.au 

Sources: www.bom.gov.au; www.willyweather.com.au  

Walpole Weekly 

Published by Walpole Community Resource Centre (Inc) 
Latham Ave. (PO Box 197), Walpole, WA 6398 
 Phone (08) 9840 1395       Fax (08) 9840 1394   

 Email: weekly@walpole.org.au     
Web: www.Walpole.org.au  

  

DISTRIBUTION: 400 print copies + online at Walpole.org.au 
 

DEADLINE for all advertisements, stories and pictures is  
10 am each Monday at weekly@walpole.org.au; news Items 
are included solely at Editorôs discretion. Announcements, 
notices of meeting etc will be treated as paid advertisements 
unless they have particular news value.   

 

ADVERTISING RATES (including GST) 
 

Full page (190mm wide x 270mm deep)   $  90 
If right hand page nominated      $100 
Full colour (back cover, inside front/back)  $200 

Half (190mm x 132mm OR 93mm x 270mm)   $  45 
If right hand page nominated      $  50 

Quarter (93mm x 132mm OR 190mm x 63mm) $  25 
If page 3 or 5 nominated       $  30 

Eighth (93mm x 63mm)         $  15 
If page 3 or 5 nominated       $  18 
If front page nominated        $  25 

Classifieds  
 On account or post-publication          $    8 
 CRC counter cash sale (pre-publication)  $    6 
 

SPECIAL ADVERTISING: Talk to us. Colour wraps, colour 
inserts, dedicated positions, advertorials, centerfolds, special 
effects, flyers etc are all available by negotiation.  
  

DISCOUNTS & DEALS: Talk to us. A 13th month of advertising 
is FREE if 12 months are paid for in advance. A discount of 
50% applies to notices of births, deaths & marriages. 
  

INVOICE issued at the beginning of the month after publication 
  

SUBSCRIPTION per calendar year (post or email)  $  55 
  

INTERNET: All editions of the Walpole Weekly can be 
downloaded from Walpole.org.au (follow the links). 
 

DISCLAIMER: The Management Committee takes no 
responsibility for the content of contributions and any views 
expressed are those of the contributor.   
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¶ Income Tax , BAS & FBT Returns 

¶ Financial Statement 

¶ Tax Planning & Advice 

¶ Bookkeeping set up & training 

¶ Mobile Service available 

For all of your business, personal and SMSF 

accounting & taxation needs 

You will always deal direct with a  principal Steele 

Harken, Tae Wood or Mike Norman 

M:  0429 500 461 P: 9842 9677 

E:  steele@gmtaxation.com.au 

Shop 16c Dog Rock Shopping Centre (Upper Car 

Park) 

Important Dates ón Deadlines 

 

  

December 10 Womenôs Health talk @ CRC 

 12 BAH @ Tree Top Walk 

 13 Symphony in the City @ CRC 

 14 Rest Point Holiday Village Open 

Day & Sausage Sizzle 

 12-

21 

Beverley Ford Art Exhibition @ 

Tree Top Walk 

 17 Final Walpole Weekly for 2014 

 21 Walpole Wilderness Christmas 

Carols @ St Georgeôs 

December 

January 

19 

6 

CRC closes for the holidays 

CRC reopens in 2015 

Docôs new number 
Effective immediately, 

Denmark Medical Centre 

and Walpole Silver Chain 

ask that you use the new 

number 9840 1173 for 

doctorôs appointments 

and general enquiries. 

 

Biosecurity fund 
Biosecurity Research and 

Development Fund 

applications by Dec 15. 

 

Walpole plates 
Get a WLP license plate 

for a Christmas gift by 

Dec 19. 10% off. 

 

Open to interpretation 
Comment on Manjimup 

Shireôs Heritage Trail 

Interpretation Plan by Jan 7. 

 

Tourism events 
Tourism event funding 

applications by Jan 12.  

 

Teaching infrastructure 
Rural and Remote 

Teaching Infrastructure 

Grant applications due by 

Feb 23 

Walpole Quality Meats  

Your Local Butcher  
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The Walpole Weekly values freedom of expression and 

welcomes contributions and feedback from readers via 

letter or email on any topic of community interest: 

1) All content submitted for publication must 

provide full name and contact details. 

2) If the writer wishes to remain anonymous, the 

words ñName withheld by requestò will be used 

in the byline. 

3) Any content published will be done so without 

alterationðexcept to enhance flow, clarity, 

spelling, and grammarðtherefore the writer 

should carefully check facts and consider their 

choice of words. 

4) Should content be deemed by the Editor to be too 

long, incomprehensible, libelous, illegal, or incite 

a sensitive issue, then it will not be published. 

5) In the case of content being rejected, the writer/s 

will be notified of the decision by the Editor. 

6) Should the writer dispute the Editorôs decision 

they should take it up in writing with the 

Management Committee of Walpole CRC. 

7) The Management Committee will make the final 

decision on whether or not to publish the content 

in the next available edition of the Weekly. 

The Walpole Weekly is YOUR newspaper; published 

by the community for the community.  

 There is so much going on that it is impossible for 

the Community Resource Centre to cover it all for you. 

    You can help us with words: 

¶ If youôre on a committee or in a club, let us know 

what happened at your big event. 

¶ If you've witnessed something amusing, 

dramatic, unusual or eventful, jot it down for us. 

¶ If youôre an expert in a particular subject or a 

close follower of politics, sports, books, music, 

or anything else, we welcome your idea for a 

regular column. 

¶ If youôve written a joke, poem or a very short 

story weôd love to share it with the community. 

If you think you canôt write, you probably can; and 

of course we will edit and proofread it! 

 And you can help us with pictures (and captions): 

¶ If youôve attended an event send us your snaps 

(please identify all the people in them). 

¶ If youôve caught a huge whiting or seen a ghost 

in Pioneer Park, send us your pictorial proof. 

 Submit your contributions and ideas for stories and 

columns to weekly@walpole.org.au. 

Letters and contributions to the 

mailto:weekly@walpole.org.au
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Corrections ... 
In last weekôs edition of the Walpole Weekly (December 3), 

there were a couple of regrettable errors: 

1) On page 2, paragraph 6, ñLaura the Snailò should have 

been listed in addition to ñLaura the Mermaidò 

2) On page 8, final paragraph, ñNovember 14ò should, of 

course, have been ñDecember 14ò 

 Our apologies for any confusion or inconvenience caused 

by errors in this newspaper. 

sections where the road is not located in the centre of the 

reservation.ò 

 Mr Roberts said that Main Roads had not had any 

discussions with the Department of Parks and Wildlife 

(DPaW) about vegetation clearing in the Walpole 

Wilderness as ñno clearing has been identified outside 

of the road reserveò. 

 An official response prepared by the DPaW media 

unit in Perth and attributed to a ñParks and Wildlife 

spokespersonò stated: ñThe number one priority is road 

user safety.ò 

 On the potential for road widening to affect 

National Parks land, the anonymous spokesperson 

explained that approval from both Houses of 

Parliament was needed when a road upgrade or 

realignment required a change in land tenure and that 

was ñnot uncommonò. 

 The statement further explained: ñDPaW is 

represented on a Main Roads working group for the 

South West Highway upgrade.ò 

 Main Roads has established a Community Reference 

Group (CRG), comprising representatives of the Walpole 

and Nornalup Inlet Systems Advisory Committee, Walpole 

Nornalup National Parks Association, South Coast 

Environment Group, Northcliffe Environment Group, Warren 

Environment Group, DPAW Manjimup, DPaW Walpole, 

Walpole Police, Shire of Manjimup, Walpole 

Transport, St John Ambulance, the local school bus 

operator, and a tour bus company. 

 Main Roadsô Mr Roberts said: ñTo date three 

meetings have been held with two meetings involving 

site visits along the highway to allow the group the 

opportunity to inspect the impact of the works on site 

and provide feedback.  

 ñDiscussions so far have focused on addressing 

safety for all road users and managing the challenges 

of the existing environment.  

 ñThe purpose of the CRG is to discuss impacts and 

agree on the final scope of widening works. 

 ñThe aim is to minimise environmental impacts 

while meeting the communityôs request that the road 

be improved. 

 ñWhile representing a diverse range of views, group 

members are working well together to develop 

solutions.ò 

  

Walpole Weekly invites feedback from local members 

of the CRG. Email weekly@walpole.org.au 

(Continued from page 1) 

Walpole Quality Meats 

Support us  

support the community  
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Reaction to ñIs this the look we want?ò 
Dear Editor,  

 My wife and I have an 8 Ha 

bush property with an old barn in 

Margaret River. We have been 

going ñSouthò since 1964, when we 

first arrived in WA from 

Melbourne. In these early days, 

most of the South West was bush, 

then the area around Margaret River 

started to be cleared for agriculture 

and tourist developments. As the 

number of visitors to the South has 

increased, the freeway was 

extended, first to Mandurah, then to 

Bunbury. On our recent trips south, 

we have noticed road upgrades are 

taking place throughout the South 

West as also noted by Michael 

Filby (Walpole Weekly, Dec 3).  

 The logic, sound from a short 

term economic perspective, is that 

better access will bring more 

tourists, providing better economic 

conditions for businesses in the 

area. Are there any downsides to 

this development? 

 1) It is important to note that 

while the actual clearing for road 

extensions and widening is quite 

small, the follow on effect is 

anything but minor. As people 

come they clear and build at an 

alarming rate. Few members of the 

human race are content to sit and 

enjoy; the majority get enjoyment 

from clearing, building, renovating 

and building again as their life 

conditions change.  

 2) There is now mounting 

scientific evidence that natural 

vegetation is essential for human 

mental and physical wellbeing. As 

our immediate environment is 

denuded of trees, we care less about 

trees and develop even more. The 

impact of this trend is already 

clearly visible from WAôs statistics 

of binge drinking, drug use and 

mental illness, not to speak of 

obesity. Further, what most people 

do not realise is that trees deliver 

other services. They enhance the 

transit of rain inland, they lock up 

nutrients, and they clear the air of 

particulate pollutants.  

 3) The South West has more 

endemic species than all of Europe 

and Russia put together. When 

combined with our abundance of 

space, we are blessed with long-

term economic security because 

space and wildlife will be two 

valuable resources when the rest of 

the world is denuded and filled with 

people. Letôs preserve it! 

 4) As a scientist I see more and 

more scientific papers that make a 

solid argument for the collapse of 

the human race in the next 50 years, 

as rainfall patterns change, 

population and consumption 

increases, and resources, such as 

oil, gas, and minerals, become 

exhausted. These papers predict 

conflict on a global scale. While I 

see their point, I do not subscribe to 

the inevitability of collapse. I 

believe we can rise above self-

indulgent tendencies and chart a 

balanced future for ourselves. 

 5) the most significant 

impediment to charting a more 

balanced future; one in which we 

curtail our consumption, population 

growth, and waste; is wealth 

inequity. Wealth inequity, 

constrains societyôs ability to 

change for good, because decision 

makers live in an environment far 

removed from the adverse impacts 

of change.  

 In summary, we need to change 

the way we think and live! 

Upgrading from a country road to a 

freeway removes not only traffic 

congestion or accident risk but also 

a chance for intimacy or closeness 

to nature, which is the first step to 

mental change for good. 

 May I join Michael Filby in 

raising awareness of the dangers of 

losing the natural South West? It is 

not too late to act; but as the saying 

goes, build a freeway and it will fill 

up. That is the nature of humans. 

  ð Jörg Imberger, BCE, 

MEngSc, PhD, HonDoc 

(Democritus), AM, FAA, FTSE, 

FIWA (Norway), FIE Aus, FANI 

(Argentina), NAE (USA), FAGU 

(USA), FREng, FAFMS, Stockholm 

Water Laureate (ó96), Onassis 

Laureate (ó95), Redfield Laureate 

Life Time Achievement Award 

(ó07), WA Scientist of the Year (ó08) 

 

Dear Editor, 

 Is this Nornalup? You see I am 

confused, I thought this was in 

Wilderness. Yes, this is a 

proclaimed Wilderness area. But for 

kilometres along the highway there 

are broken and torn trees and 

bulldozed vegetation; a most 

distressing sight. Surely they can't 

do this in a Wilderness area? 

 Main Roads monster equipment 

destroys such a lot of precious trees 

and bush very quickly. Like me, the 

thousands of visitors who come 

here, do so for the natural beauty of 

a protected Wilderness. What will 

they think?  

 I am sure they will be shocked. 

 I was thinking of buying a bush 

block in Nornalup to be close to 

nature, listen to the birdsong, and 

enjoy the beauty of the trees. Well 

it's difficult to hear the birdsong.  

Unfortunately the soundscape of 

Nornalup, the soundtrack to our 

daily life, is chain saws, bulldozers, 

and falling trees. 

 I see most of the bush blocks 

have been extensively cleared. With 

most of the vegetation gone, what 

happens to the animals and birds 

with their food and shelter gone? 

 Oh dear.  

 Well perhaps we should walk 

along the Frankland river. I hear 

there is ancient riparian vegetation 

and a rare colony of  quokkas along 

the foreshore. Yes we should do 

that while we have the opportunity.  

(Continued on page 7) 
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Dear Editor, 

 Recent concerns regarding professional fishers 

setting gill nets close to shore in our local coastal 

waters should be of concern to all members of the 

Walpole community as our fish stocks are a vital 

resource to our local economy .  

 It now appears to be common practice for pro fishers 

to target waters adjacent to holiday areas before the 

holiday period thereby denying visitors the chance to 

catch a few fish.  

 This practice could lead to the Walpole area 

becoming not only litter-free and power-free, but also 

fish-freeðwith devastating results 

 ð Jack Jennings 

New slogan: Litter-free, power-free, and fish-free? 

 Native vegetation is being 

overtaken by weeds and kikuyu. 

Some is even poisoned. 

 The DPaW-endorsed clearing 

has commenced. And DPaW 

intends to burn the foreshore? Even 

the quokka colony? 

 ð Jan Watson 

 

Dear Editor, 

 In 2013 I was a Tidy Towns 

judge of Walpole. I recognised then 

the importance of maintaining roads 

leading into your town. The way 

your roadsides are managed affects 

the tourism experience and impacts 

the environment. 

 As a former Natural Resource 

Management Officer in four WA 

shires I had to make applications to 

the Department of Environmental 

Regulations, which has strict 

requirements around the pruning 

and removal of vegetation, in order 

to maintain roadside clearances. 

The Department would assess the 

area in case rare fauna or flora were 

likely to be there. 

 The WA Roadside Conservation 

Committee has booklets providing 

guidelines for contractors who 

maintain roadsides. When 

maintaining roadsides inappropriate 

machinery or operations may leave 

vegetation in a state of degradation 

such as pruned limbs being split or 

shattered. Soil pushed up to the 

bases of remaining trees may also 

result in tree damage. 

 Most tourists come to your area 

by road and are aware that this part 

of WA is meant to be an important 

'hot spot' of bio-diversity. They are 

ready to enjoy and marvel at your 

natural litter-free environment, 

including everything that can be 

seen and experienced from the side 

of the road. 

 ð Adrian Price, WA Local 

Hero, Australian of the Year 

Awards 2004  

(Continued from page 6) 
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Dear Editor, 

 Firstly I would like to thank the many considerate 

motorists and bike riders who do their utmost to give 

me safe passage when I am driving my horse and sulky 

on the road. 

 To other motorists and bikers not so considerate I 

feel I need to raise awareness that horses, due to their 

unpredictable nature, could pose significant risk. 

 Unfortunately the bendy parts of roads offer no long 

sight vision for drivers/riders nor to those who may be 

riding or driving horses. That we have to live with. 

 If you do see horses on the road and you are going 

to pass in either direction, please, if possible, give 

plenty of space and reduce your speed even if the 

handler looks in control. 

 According to the road rules, the horse is considered 

a vehicle on the road and is therefore permitted to be 

ridden or driven on the road. Horse riders/drivers are 

governed by similar road regulations as cyclists. 

 It is pertinent to point out Regulation 361 of the 

Australian Road Rules 2009 ñOvertaking restive horses 

or livestockò, as follows: 

1) A person who is riding or driving a horse or in 

charge of livestock that has become restive or 

alarmed may direct an approaching driver, rider, 

or pedestrian to stop and remain stationary until 

the horse or livestock has become settled and it is 

safe for the driver, rider, or pedestrian to 

proceed. 

2) The direction may be given by words or gestures 

or by a combination of words and gestures. 

3) A person must not, without reasonable cause, 

disobey a direction given to the person under 

Subrule 1). Penalty: Fine not exceeding 20 

penalty units. 

4) A person must not give a direction under Subrule 

1) without reasonable cause. Penalty: Fine not 

exceeding 20 penalty units. 

5) In this rule, approaching means approaching 

from any direction 

 We all have different hobbies. One of mine is going 

out with my horse and sulky; taking it all in as my old 

horse clip-clops along. 

 All I am asking for is some to help make this 

wonderful part of the world safe for all road users.   

 ð Jim Painter 

Watch out for 
sulky drivers 
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Nationals WA leader Terry Redman has congratulated 

Member for South West Colin Holt on his appointment 

to State Cabinet as Minister for Housing and Racing 

and Gaming. 

 Mr Holt was endorsed as the next Nationals WA 

Minister following the recent resignation from Cabinet 

by Terry "Tuck" Waldron.  

 "Colin is a great addition to the State Government 

Ministry and he will bring a wealth of experience and 

enthusiasm to his new roles," Mr Redman said. 

 Mr Holt's current role of Parliamentary Secretary to 

the Minister for Regional Development and Lands and 

Minister Assisting the Minister for State Development 

Terry Redman will be taken up by Member for Moore 

Shane Love. 

 Mr Redman also commended National WA deputy 

leader and Member for Wheatbelt Mia Davies on the 

addition of Sport and Recreation to her Water and 

Forestry portfolios. 

 Member for North West Central Vince Cataniaôs 

role as Parliamentary Secretary to Ms Davies will 

expand to include the Sport and Recreation portfolios. 

  

Holt in Cabinet 


