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Redman: No foreseeable fracking 
A Conservation Council of WA 
(CCWA) email has been 
circulating in the Walpole & 
Districts community suggesting 
that government and industry are 

actively promoting gas fracking 
and unfairly attacking CCWA 

claims against the practice. 
 When asked if he foresees any 
fracking in his electorate, 
Nationals WA leader Terry 
Redman told the Weekly:  
 ñItôs my understanding that 
there are currently no applications 

for fracking activity in the Warren-
Blackwood electorate and I am not 
aware of any on the horizon.ò 
  The implications of fracking are 
ñthe subject of a current inquiry by 

the Legislative Councilôs 
Environment and Public Affairs 
Committee,ò Mr Redman added. 
 The terms of reference for this 

inquiry are: 
 On 7 August 2013, the 
Committee resolved to inquire into 
and report on the implications for 
Western Australia of hydraulic 
fracturing for unconventional gas, 

including: 
 a) how hydraulic fracturing 
may impact on current and future 
uses of land; 

 b) the regulation of chemicals 
used in the hydraulic fracturing 
process; 

 c) the use of ground water in 
the hydraulic fracturing process 
and the potential for recycling of 
produced water; and 
 d) the reclamation (rehabilitation) 

of land that has been hydraulically 

fractured. 
 Mr Redman said: ñSince the 
inquiry commenced in August 
2013,  the Committee has received 

a broad range of submissions and 
evidence which will be used to 
inform its final report and any 

recommendations it might make.ò  
 Email weekly@Walpole.org.au. 

Free community newspaper of Walpole & Districts 

made possible thanks to our advertisers.  
Please support them. Buy local. 

 

Proudly published by the Walpole Community Resource Centre  

Walpole VMRôs ñvery slightly superior performance" was enough to win 
the South Coast VMR MARSAREX ó15 Commander's Trophy. The marine 

search & rescue exercises took place April 19 with vessels and crews from 
Denmark, Peaceful Bay, Walpole, and Windy Harbour. Pictured L-R: 

Bernie Clark, Deb Clark, Trevor Clark, VMRWA South Coast Commander 
Alex Williams, Walpole VMR Commander Louise Pickett, David Wall, 

David Gillbanks, Tom Pickett, Rob Pernich. Picture taken by Wayne 
Dumbrell who skippered Walpole VMR vessel 'Harlequin' on the day. 
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St Georgeôs  
Anglican Church  

Walpole 
Corner Vista and Pier Streets 

 

Holy Communion  

Sunday 10am. 
 

   Contact:   Rev Sue Lodge-Calvert 
   Telephone: 9848 2173 
   Website: www.denmarkanglican.org.au 

Walpole Waste  Transfer  Station  

Tuesday   and  Thursday   1 - 5; Sunday 9 - 5  
Peaceful Bay Tip  

Wednesday 9 - 1; Sunday 1 - 4.30 
Library ph: 9840 1108 

Wednesday  9 - 12 and 1 - 3.30   
Friday 9 - 12 and 1 - 3.30 Saturday 9 -12 

Walpole Op Shop 

MondayðFriday 9.30 - 11.30 and Saturday 10 -1 

Times to Remember 

May 27    Jim Goodsell 

May 28    Kevin Pierce 
May 29    Bryce Ward 

May 30    Jim Love 
June 01    Ebony Thorpe 

Submit your friendsô  
and family membersô  
birthdays to  

the editor at  
weeky@walpole.org.au 

Published by Walpole Community Resource Centre (Inc) 
Latham Ave. (PO Box 197), Walpole, WA 6398 
 Phone (08) 9840 1395       Fax (08) 9840 1394   

 Email: weekly@walpole.org.au     
Web: www.Walpole.org.au  

  

DISTRIBUTION: Up to 450 print copies + electronic downloads 

in PDF format from Walpole.org.au + social media promotion. 
 

DEADLINE for all advertisements, stories and pictures is  
10 am each Monday at weekly@walpole.org.au; news Items 

are included solely at Editorôs discretion. Announcements, 
notices of meeting etc will be treated as paid advertisements 

unless they have particular news value.   
 

ADVERTISING RATES  

(Effective from Feb 1, 2015; rates include GST;  
exclude agency commissions where applicable; & 
exclude one-off design fee of $36 if required.) 

 

Full page (190mm wide x 270mm deep)   $  95 

If right hand page nominated      $105 
Full colour (back page, inside front/back)  $220 

Half (190mm x 132mm OR 93mm x 270mm)   $  50 
If right hand page nominated      $  55 

Quarter (93mm x 132mm OR 190mm x 63mm) $  28 

If page 3 or 5 nominated       $  32 
Eighth (93mm x 63mm)         $  15 
If page 3 or 5 nominated       $  18 
If front page nominated        $  50 

Classifieds (sixteenth; standard font & layout) $  10 
 If private & non-commercial (one per person) Free! 
  

SPECIAL ADVERTISING: Talk to us. Colour wraps, colour 
inserts, dedicated positions, advertorials, centerfolds, special 

effects, flyers etc are all available by negotiation.  
  

DISCOUNTS & DEALS: Talk to us. A 13th month of advertising 
is FREE if 12 months are paid for in advance. A discount of 50% 

applies to notices of births, deaths & marriages. 
  

INVOICE issued at the beginning of the month after publication 
  

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION per calendar year    $  55 

EMAIL SUBSCRIPTION (Walpole.org.au/subscribe)  Free! 
 

DISCLAIMER: The Management Committee takes no 

responsibility for the content of contributions and any views 
expressed are those of the contributor.   

Temperatures & rainfall recorded in North Walpole  
Sunday May 17 to Saturday May 23, 2015 

 Temperatures Rainfall  

 Min Max mm 

Sunday 11.1 15.7 4.2 

Monday 12.0 15.6 16.6 

Tuesday 11.4 14.6 8.4 

Wednesday 7.4 16.6 6.6 

Thursday 8.6 17.6 0 

Friday 6.1 19.4 0 

Saturday 10.2 18.5 0 

35.8 Total rainfall for the week  

Walpole forecast for the next five days: 

Sources: www.bom.gov.au; www.willyweather.com.au  

Walpole Weather 
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Calendar of Events 

For all of your business, personal and SMSF 
accounting & taxation needs 

You will always deal direct with a principal Steele 

Harken, Tae Wood or Mike Norman 

M:  0429 500 461 P: 9842 9677 

E:  steele@gmtaxation.com.au 

Shop 16c Dog Rock Shopping Centre (Upper Car Park) 

Sandra Knight 
T:  (08) 9848 1301 

M:    0409 376 366 

 sandra@denmarkaccounting.com.au 

 

Unit 7 Palm Court, 63 Strickland St 

Denmark WA 6333 

¶ Income Tax , BAS & FBT Returns 

¶ Financial Statements 

¶ Tax Planning & Advice 

¶ Bookkeeping set up & training 

¶ Mobile Service available 
Sandra Knight 

T:  (08) 9848 1301 

M:    0409 376 366 

 sandra@denmarkaccounting.com.au 

 

Unit 7 Palm Court, 63 Strickland St 

Denmark WA 6333 

¶ Income tax, BAS & FBT returns 

¶ Financial statements 

¶ Tax planning & advice 

¶ Reseller of MYOB & Reckon 

¶ Mobile service available 

Date Details 

May 30 Rick Steele, blues legend, 9pm 
@ The Walpole Hotel Motel 

Jun 5 BTH Ladies Club Soup Day, 12noon 
@ Tingledale Hall 

Jun 11 South Coast Dieback Information Forum  

@ Albany Entertainment Centre 

Jun 16 Inspiring Tourism Workshop #1, 8.30am-
12.30pm @ DPaW, Walpole 

Jun 17 Inspiring Tourism Workshop #2, 12.30-5pm 
@ Shire of Denmark, 953 South Coast Hwy 

Jun 18 Western Power community meeting 6pm  
@ Walpole Community Resource Centre 

Jul 3 Last day of Term 2  
@ Walpole Primary School 

Jul 3 Walpole Town Jetty scheduled to reopen 

Sep 11 15-Minute Wonders Conference, 9am-3pm 
@ Walpole Community Hall 

Oct 3-4 Walpole Land Settlement 85th Anniversary/
Reunion @ Walpole Sport & Rec Centre 

Important Deadlines 
Landcare awards 
Nominate by May 31. 
 

Nominate a vollie 
By 5pm May 29 at 

dfes.wa.gov.au/awards  
 

DFES survey 
DFES public feedback 
survey until May 31. 
 

Tax discussion 
Bettertax.gov.au 
discussion closes Jun 1. 

Creative survey 
An audit of creative 

workers in the Great 
Southern closes Jun 19; 

creativealbany.org. 
 

CRC courses 
Expressions of interest 
sought for chainsaw and 
skipperôs ticket courses 
by Jun 15; Ph 9840 1395.  
 

Regional awards 
AwardsAustralia.com 
nominations close Aug 7. 
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Online 
The Walpole Weekly has a new home on the World 
Wide Web at the newly redeveloped Walpole.org.au. 
 A free email subscription is available to those who 
want to download the full-colour PDF version of the 

Weekly as soon as it is published. 
 Visit www.Walpole.org.au/subscribe to subscribe. 
 Itôs greener! For every three confirmed email 
addresses subscribed, the Weekly will reduce its print 
run by one copy! :-) www.Walpole.org.au/subscribe  

The Walpole Weekly is YOUR newspaper; published 
by the community for the community.  
 There is so much going on that it is impossible for 
the Community Resource Centre to cover it all for you. 

    You can help us with words: 

¶ If youôre on a committee or in a club, let us know 

what happened at your big event. 

¶ If you've witnessed something amusing, 

dramatic, unusual or eventful, jot it down for us. 

¶ If youôre an expert in a particular subject or a 

close follower of politics, sports, books, music, 

or anything else, we welcome your idea for a 
regular column. 

¶ If youôve written a joke, poem or a very short 

story weôd love to share it with the community. 

If you think you canôt write, you probably can; and 
of course we will edit and proofread it! 

 And you can help us with pictures (and captions): 

¶ If youôve attended an event send us your snaps 

(please identify all the people in them). 

¶ If youôve caught a huge whiting or seen a ghost 

in Pioneer Park, send us your pictorial proof. 

 Submit your contributions and ideas for stories and 
columns to weekly@walpole.org.au. 

This is your 

WalpoleOnline.com is your free 24/7/365 
community organisation and business directory that 
also celebrates our people and place via an archive 
of insightful articles. 
 ɈThank you for my listing and the link to my 
website. ϥ am now starting to get patients who 
search and ɲnd me.ɉ Ɂ Rosemarie Lee Warnock, 
acupuncturist, Chinese herbal medicine practitioner. 
 To list your organisation on Walpole Online, 
email communications@Walpole.org.au. 

mailto:weekly@walpole.org.au
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BOOTCAMP  
I think you  

misunderstood.  

Easy? No. 

Worth it? YES 
 

BOOTCAMP  
Designed to strengthen, build and 

tone your body AND increase  

your cardio fitness.  

BOOTCAMP  
 THURSDAYõS AT 5.00pm 

$10.00 p/class.  

ALL WELCOME  

10 class punch cards available.  

Contact Karen for 

more information  

 98401345 

WA Environment Minister Albert Jacob has confirmed 
a $6.25 million investment in low-cost camping and 
caravanning facilities in the state's national parks and 
reserves, of which more than $1 million will be spent 
in the Walpole Wilderness. 

 Department of Parks & Wildlife (DPaW) Frankland 
District manager Allison Donovan told the Weekly: 

"Over $1 million has been allocated to improve 
camping opportunities in the Shannon townsite camp 
ground, for all types of camping including caravans, 
camper trailers and tents.  
 "This will include the construction and 
refurbishment of toilets, camp kitchens, road access, 
walk trails and interpretation." 

 Shannon is within the Walpole Wilderness area but 
is managed by DPaW's Donnelly District (Pemberton).  
 The investment is part of the Royalties for Regions-
funded $21.05 million Parks for People initiative, being 
delivered by DPaW over four years until 2017 . 

  $1.2 million has been provided to complete 
upgrades at the Gap and Natural Bridge in Torndirrup 
National Park near Albany.  
 DPaW will continue to develop new mobile phone 

apps and improve park-related websites and online 
booking systems. 

Shannon shares in 

$6.25m investment 

In follow up to the Weeklyôs enquiry two weeks ago 

(May 13, 2015) regarding local implications of the 
increased DPaW budget for prescribed burning, 
Frankland District manager Allison Donovan said that 

there are likely to be extensions to existing seasonal 
employee contracts to ñmake the most of all burning 
opportunities over a longer periodò. 

Burning budget = local jobs? 

20% off 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
 

 

 
 

 

EOFY Sale ð 20% off all memberships  
(6 months: June ô15 to December ó15) 
when signed up by 30th June 2015. 
Plus FREE business card set up  
for all first-time customers. 

 

Tel: 9840 1395 
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Tourism is everybodyôs business 
Tourism is everybodyôs business and every business 
can benefit from the following opportunities: 
 

New Walpole tourism website 
At writing (May 25) the Walpole-Nornalup Tourism 
Association (WNTA)ôs new website at Walpole.com.au 
was live online (see desktop and mobile screen captures 
below)ðalthough the Weekly had not received any 
announcement from WNTA. 

 The Weekly understands that the site has been a work 

in progress since April 2014 and involved a funding 
grant of $7,000. 
 It is understood that delays to the website launch 
were related to the third-party booking solution, which 
was also used on the old website. 
 This may now be resolved as there are, at writing, 

accommodation and tour options listed, as well as 
several food and wine suppliers and venues. 
 The website plans to offer packages or suggestions 
based on themes, such as self-drive tours, romantic 
escapes, family, backpack, and weekend getaways. 

 To be listed on Walpole.com.au a business must be a 
member of WNTA.  
 

On trails less travelled 
Trails WA executive director Linda Daniels and 

Bibbulmun Track Foundation marketing manager Jean 
Byrne held an information session in Walpole, May 20.     
 Ms Byrne talked about how the Foundation can 
assist in promoting local businesses to Track walkers 
through its Walker Friendly Business program. 
 She said more than 160,000 walks are made on the 

Track each year with some $28 
million spent by walkers; mostly in 
regional areas on accommodation, 
meals, fuel, track supplies, laundry 

and attractions. 

 A majority (70%) of walks are day 
walks by people who look like any 
other visitor (only long-distance 
walkers are identifiable by backpacks). 
 The session was not only about the 
famous Bibbulmun Track. 
 Some 158 trails are listed on the 
Trails WA website at 

TrailsWA.com.au (pictured page 7). 
 Ms Daniels introduced the website 
and its accompanying marketing 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Macular Degeneration 

Awareness Week 
 

Are you over 50?  

Do you have trouble reading, seeing fine detail, driving, 
recognizing faces, or seeing colours clearly?  

Do you blame ñgetting oldò for your poor vision? 
 

ñMacular Degeneration is the name given to a group of 

degenerative diseases of the retina which cause the 
progressive painless loss of central vision affecting the 
ability to see fine detail, drive, read and recognize faces.ò 

 
Whilst there is no cure, early detection is vital for 

effective treatment of the disease. 

 
Walpole Pharmacy has more information on the 

condition, including a mini test, which may identify if 
further investigation is necessary. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all you lovely 
Walpolians who have so enthusiastically 
welcomed Jan & myself back to Walpole.  

 

All of your well wishes will most surely be a 
wonderful help to Janôs recovery after surgery.  

 

We are so pleased to be part of such a special 
community as Walpole. 

 

Thanks again from both of us. 

KINDERGYM IS HERE! 
 

Kindergym is suited for 
children 6 months to 5 
years. Come along to 
explore, have some fun 
and learn new skills.  
 

Practise movement in a safe, structured 
environment under the supervision of qualified 
gymnastics staff. Kindergym is an interactive 
program involving parents and children.  
 

Sing, dance and move! 
 

Cost is FREE! Yes, free for this trial period!  
Funding provided by Amity Health and 
organised by Walpole Primary School in 
conjunction with Walpole Gymnastics Club. 
 

Where:   Walpole Recreation Centre 
When:    Tuesday 11 am -12pm 
Dates:    26th May; 2nd June; 9th June;  
     16th June; 23rd June; 30th June 
 

COME ALONG & SEE WHAT IS ON OFFER! 
 

Enquiries to Lisa, phone 9840 1020 

strategy and outlined opportunities available to align 
towns and businesses with Trails WA. 

  Ms Daniels told the Weekly that it might be possible 

for Walpole to develop into a ñtrails hubò, which would 
mean walkers, hikers, paddlers, cyclists and other 
trailblazers are encouraged to use the town as a base 
from which to explore nearby trails. 

(Continued from page 6) 

FARM SHARE SOUGHT 

I am an Organic Farming / Ecological 
Agriculture student seeking access to 

approximately 10ha - 12ha of cleared land in 
the Walpole area upon which to develop an 
organic farming enterprise beginning early 

2016. All terms and conditions fully negotiable.  
 

For further details please contact Mark at 
markallen@fastmail.com.au  

or call 0432 512 761 after 4.00pm. 



8 - May 27, 2015 

 

Walpole Quality Meats 
Support us.  

We do support you!  

DOTERRA ESSENTIAL OILS 

Free introductory workshop 10am, May 31  

@ Tingledale Hall. First 10 to attend receive a 
free wild orange oil. RSVP: Mel 0408 255 125 

 

We are OPEN this week; 

CLOSED next week (June 1-7); 

reopening on June 8 

For bookings, phone Ivan on  
9840 1777 

 
 

Phone: (08)9840 1023 

Walpole Hotel/

Motel 
Op en 7 day s a w ee k 

Whatôs on:  

Wednesday, May 27, 5.30pm 

State of Origin Rugby League 

Mate vs Mate - State vs State 

New South Wales vs Queensland 

Live on the big screen! 
 

Saturday, May 30, 9pm  

Rick Steele, Blues Legend 
 

Fridays:  Chase the Ace; Happy Hour 
    Bar Snacks 
 

 

 

 

Restaurant Open Hours   
Lunch 12-2pm, Dinner 6-8pm, 7 days 

State Government is increasing borrowing charges to 
local governments at a time when global interest rates 
are the lowest in generations said Shire of Denmark 
CEO Dale Stewart.  
 The WA Treasury Corporation (WATC) has written 

to local governments advising that the Government 
Guarantee Fee (GFEE) would increase on all new and 
existing loans from 0.1 per cent to 0.7 per cent from 
July 1.  
 In the letter to Denmark Shire Council, the WATC 
said it is acting on instruction from the State Treasurer 

and that ñit is important to note that the GFEE is a 
charge imposed by the State Government, not by 
WATCò. 
 Denmark Shire Director of Finance and 

Administration Kim Dolzadelli said: ñThe increase has 
come without warning to Council and would most 
likely have to be passed directly onto ratepayers and is 
expected to increase the [annual] cost of borrowing for 
the Shire by approximately $15,000." 
 The street lighting tariff paid by local governments 
is also set to increase by 7.5 per cent from July. 

 In addition the State Government announced that 
they would be increasing the eligible age for WA 

Seniors Card holders from 60 to 65 by 2023-24. 
 From 2016-17 a cap of $550 will be applied to the 
50% rebate available to pensioners for local 
government rates.  
 This is expected to impact approximately 250 Shire 
of Denmark properties. 
 Mr Dolzadelli said elected members and staff would  
continue to work to ensure efficient and effective 
service delivery. 

 For more information phone 08 9848 0300 or email 

enquiries@denmark.wa.gov.au. 

Shire rates may rise 

Walpole Police are now on Twitter (@WalpolePol), so 
ñwhy not ófollowô usò says Sgt David Wall.  
 ñWeôll be putting in regular reports and get stories 
out to followers as they come to hand.  
 ñWeôve just kicked it off and weôre hoping for our 

locals to become involved.ò 

 With the public holiday coming up this weekend, 
from May 29-June 1, Sgt Wall would like to remind the 
community that double demerits will apply for traffic 
offences from 12.01am on Friday May 29 until 
midnight on Monday, June 1.  
 Sgt Wall said: ñDonôt drink and drive. 
 ñObey the speed limit. 
 ñAnd buckle up!  
If you have information about illegal activity, please 

call Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 

Walpole police on Twitter 
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Youôre invited to 

Sebôs Indonesian Cuisine  
May 30, from 5.30pm 
 

Dine-In: $25.00 ï full plate 
    Take-away: Lge $14.00; Sml $9.00 
 

Sebôs Indonesian Cuisine every month 
Jun 27; Jul 25; Aug 29; Sep 26; Oct 31 

 

DONôT MISS OUT, ENJOY A NIGHT OUT 

BTH LADIES CLUB 
SOUP DAY 

 

TINGLEDALE HALL 
12 NOON, FRI 5th JUNE 2015 

 

$15 INCLUDING DOOR PRIZE 
 

VARIOUS DELICIOUS SOUPS, SANDWICHES  
& SLICES é AND A RAFFLE 

 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

PROCEEDS TO THE CANCER COUNCIL 

 

Aspiring arts leaders living in regional and rural 
Australia are invited to apply for a new scholarship to 
develop their leadership skills. 
 Federal Member for OôConnor Rick Wilson MP 
said The Australia Council Scholarship will provide 

$150,000 over the next three years for three high-
performing leadersðadministrators or managersðto 
participate in the Australian Rural Leadership Program.  
 ñThe scholarships have been developed to address 
additional barriers regional arts leaders face including 
fewer opportunities than their metropolitan 

counterparts to participate in arts sector initiatives,ò Mr 
Wilson said. 
 The 15-month Australian Rural Leadership Program 
is a flagship program of the Australian Rural 

Leadership Foundation.  
 The program consists of five residential programs 
and covers topics such as leadership, advocacy, media, 
international relations and community programs. 
 Participants will also have the opportunity to attend 
a two-week study tour to Southeast Asia. 
 Applications for the scholarship close on August 31.  

 More information is available on the Australia 
Councilôs website: AustraliaCouncil.gov.au. 
 

Creative workers survey 
A survey is being carried out by Creative Albany Inc. 
to óauditô creative workers in the Great Southern. 
 Audit researcher Sally Malone said: ñWe are hoping 

to learn more about how creative industries contribute 
to the local economy, what problems they are facing 
and what growth trends there may be for the future.ò 
 To take part you need to be over 16 years of age and 

earn some income from your creative work.   
 Businesses, community organisations and 
individuals can take part until it closes on June 19. 
 Contact details and all the information you need, 
including definitions of creative work, is at 
www.creativealbany.org. 

Are you an arts leader? 

Agriculture & Food Minister Ken Baston is urging WA 
farmers to act soon to apply for concessional loans. 
  Applications for Farm Finance & Drought 
Concessional Loans schemes will close June 30 or 
when funds are fully committed. 

  The schemes offer eligible farm businesses loans of 
up to $1 million at concessional rates, which could be 
used for restructuring debt or enhancing productivity.  
  Eligible farming activity includes broadacre, 
pastoral, horticulture, dairy, intensive and aquaculture. 

Farmers should apply now for 

concessional loans: Baston 
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Walpole Dingo Services 
 

FIREWOOD FOR SALE 
 

* Trenching       * Post Hole Digging 
* Yard Cleanups      * Landscaping 
* Retaining Walls      * General Bucket Work 
* Limestone Block Grab    * Mobile Cement Mixer 
* Limited Access 1050mm width  * Reticulation 

 

ð8Cė=HėK=H<ė5ė8=B;Cñ 
 

Now Available: 600 mm auger suitable for house stumps and tree planting 

Garth Nockolds      0427 477 833 / (08) 9840 1098 

FIREWOOD 
Large ute-loads of dry,  

split jarrah; ready to burn. 

Phone Noel after 7pm:  

9840 1350 (licensed seller) 

Walpole Quality Meats  
Your Local Butcher  

Nationals Member for the 
South West Region Colin 
Holt (pictured) is 
encouraging local 

individuals, organisations 
and businesses to nominate 
for the 2015 Regional 
Achievement and 
Community Awards. 
 Nominations were 

officially opened by 
Nationals WA leader and 
Regional Development Minister Terry Redman. 
 Mr Holt said the awards encouraged, acknowledged 

and rewarded the valuable contributions individuals, 
communities and businesses have made throughout 
regional and rural WA. 
 ñThese awards provide the perfect opportunity to 
recognise leaders and innovators across a diverse range 
of sectors that make their communities better places. 
 ñI encourage anyone who believes they know an 
individual, group or business adding to the vibrancy, 

development or prosperity of local communities to 

nominate before the August 7 deadline,ò he said. 
 Mr Holt said nominations could bring extra support 
and recognition for finalists and winners and had 
highlighted the talent and contributions of several 
individuals and groups over the years. 
 Mr Holt said there were many people worthy of 
nomination and that it was important those people were 
recognised for making their communities better. 
 ñIt is important to recognise excellence and 

innovation in the regions so that we can ensure 

regional WA continues to be an attractive place for 
people to live, visit, work and invest,ò he said. 
 ñThat is something the State Governmentôs 
Royalties for Regions program is striving towards ï 
creating thriving and sustainable regional 
communities.ò 
 Mr Redman, who is patron of the awards, said he 
looked forward to hearing of some regional 
inspirational people and their achievements. 

 WA winners of eight categories will be announced 
at a gala dinner on November 6, 2015. Nominations 

close on August 7, 2015. 
 Nomination forms, past winners and further 
information can be found at www.awardsaustralia.com. 

Nominate a local 
Albany and the Great Southern will host Australiaôs 
premier national conference on regional issues in 2016, 
following a successful partnership bid led by the Great 
Southern Development Commission (GSDC). 
 GSDC Chairman Peter Rundle said winning the bid 

for the 20th Sustainable Economic Growth for 
Regional Australia (SEGRA) conference was a coup 
for the Great Southern. 
 The event will take place late in 2016, dates TBC. 
 Key decision-makers are expected to attend. 

Great Southern ñcoupò 
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National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is celebrated 
across Australia each year between May 27 and June 3. 
 The dates commemorate the anniversaries of the 
successful 1967 referendum (May 27) and the 1992 
High Court Mabo decision (June 3). 

 May 27 marks the anniversary of Australiaôs most 
successful referendum, which saw more than 90% of 
Australians vote to give the Commonwealth the power 
to make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples and recognise them in the national census. 

 The High Court of Australia delivered its landmark 
Mabo decision on June 3, 1992, which legally 
recognised that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples have a special relationship to the land that 
existed prior to colonisation and still exists today.  

 That recognition paved the way for Native Title. 
 Bookended by these important anniversaries, NRW 
is a time for all Australians to learn about shared 
histories, cultures and achievements. 
 The theme for NRW 2015 is ñItôs time to change it 
upò, reflecting an opportunity to take fresh action to 

spark a change in a school, workplace or communityð
no matter how big or small.  
 Reconciliation Australia say they are ñchanging it 

upò by working to engage the next generation 
through Narragunnawali: Reconciliation in Schools 
and Early Learning. 
 ñAnd weôre working to fix historical exclusion and 
end discrimination against Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples through Recognise.ò 

 Reconciliation Australia is ñan independent, national 
not-for-profit organisation promoting reconciliation by 
building relationships, respect and trust between the 
wider Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples. 

 ñOur vision is for everyone to wake to a reconciled, 
just and equitable Australia.  
 ñOur aim is to inspire and enable all Australians to 
contribute to reconciliation and break down stereotypes 
and discrimination.ò 
 

Massacre memorialised 
 As reported by the ABC (abc.net.au/news/2015-05-
22/kukenarup-memorial-opened-in-
ravensthorpe/6490332) more than a century after a 
massacre, a memorial has been unveiled at Kukenarup, 
15km west of Ravensthorpe, prompting a reconciliation 
between farming and Indigenous communities. 
 The location is where a massacre of about three 
dozen Noongar people took place 135 years ago. 

 The area is now home to a memorial, picnic spot and 

walk trail. 
 Noongar Elder Carol Petterson said it was one of the 
first memorials of its kind in Australia, acknowledging 
the past and reconciling the future for both the local 
Indigenous people and agricultural industry. 
 "It's important because it's a hallmark of the 
reconciliation process.  
 ñReconciliation is an action, not a word, and that's 

what's happened here today," she said. 

National Reconciliation Week 


