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Saturday, December 2nd, 2023, marked a special day in Walpole’s calendar as the community gathered 

in Pioneer Park to celebrate the invaluable contributions of local volunteers. The Thank a Volunteer Day, 

aligning with the International Day of People with Disability, was a testament to the town’s spirit of 

inclusivity and recognition. 

 

The day began with an atmosphere of anticipation as volunteers and community members assembled. 
Shire President Donnelle Buegge opened the event, followed by a series of straightforward, insightful 

speeches from local leaders and representatives of the emergency services. 

 

Highlighting the event was the naming of the Marine Rescue boat ‘Swarbrick,’ a nod to the town’s 

Swarbrick family maritime history, beautifully explained by Harold Luxton. Reverand Sally’s blessing of 

the boat and all our emergency vehicles added a traditional touch to the ceremony, while the emergency 

services fleet parade through the town centre was a visual highlight, showcasing community pride.   
                             continued page 2... 

‘Swarbrick’ Sets Sail: Walpole Celebrates 

Volunteers and Launches New Vessel 
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As we celebrate the launch of ‘Swarbrick’ and 

honour our emergency services, it’s equally 

important to recognise the diverse group of 
volunteers who contribute to our community in so 

many other ways. These include the dedicated 

individuals at the Walpole-Nornalup Visitor Centre, 

those adding value at the Walpole Op Shop, the 

caretakers of the Ficifolia Community Gardens, and 

the team at the Walpole CRC. Their commitment to 
these roles is essential to the daily life and progress 

of Walpole. Working often without fanfare, these 

volunteers are a fundamental part of our community. 

Their diverse efforts, each important in its own right, 

are what keep our community strong and 

interconnected. Today, we acknowledge and thank 

these invaluable members of our community for their 
varied and significant contributions to Walpole. 

 

After the parade, a heartwarming scene unfolded at 

the Walpole Volunteer Marine Rescue shed. Friends, 

family, and volunteers gathered, sharing in the spirit 

of community. The atmosphere was electric as 

everyone enjoyed a fantastic spread of nibbles, a 
testament to the hard work and dedication of our 

volunteers. Their efforts in creating such a delightful 

array of treats were truly commendable, and we 

extend our heartfelt thanks to each one of them for 

their contribution. In a special moment of 

recognition, Alex Williams a long-standing and 
dedicated member, was honoured with Life 

Membership to both Volunteer Marine Rescue and 

Walpole Volunteer Marine Rescue. This prestigious 

award reflects Alex’s unwavering commitment and 

exceptional service, highlighting the invaluable role 

volunteers play in our community. 

 
The soundscape for the day was provided by local 

musician Eric Christensen, whose music added a 

lively yet unobtrusive background to the festivities. 

 

In a gesture of gratitude, every volunteer received a 

hot dog from the Visitor Centre and a coffee from 

Mavis and Me. This simple act of appreciation was a 
highlight for many, reflecting the community’s  

down-to-earth approach to saying ‘thank you.’ 

 

The event was made possible with the support of the 

Department of Communities, Shire of Manjimup, 

International Day of People with Disability, Rick 
Wilson’s Office, Walpole Work Camp and local 

businesses like the Walpole-Nornalup Visitor Centre, 

Walpole CRC, and Walpole Village Grocer. Their 

contributions underscored the collaborative nature of 

the Walpole community. 

As the day wound down, the public took the 

opportunity to view the rescue vessel and even take 

short trips on the water, bringing the community 

closer to the vital services volunteers provide. 
 

The Thank a Volunteer Day 2023 in Walpole was 

more than an event: it was a reflection of the town’s 

commitment to recognising and celebrating the 

efforts of those who give their time and energy 

selflessly. It was a day marked by genuine 

appreciation, community engagement, and a shared 
sense of pride in the achievements of our local 

heroes - the volunteers. 

 

~Walpole Weekly 
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Walpole Community bids farewell 

to esteemed couple 

The Walpole community recently gathered to bid 

farewell to Frank and Lorraine Cooper, who are 

relocating to Albany. Known for their lifelong 

contributions to the town, the Coopers’ departure 

marks the end of an era in community service. 

 

Lorraine 
Cooper, 

notable for 

her 

exceptional 

cooking, 

particularly 
her fruit 

mince pies, 

has been a 

volunteer at 

the local 

Telecentre 

(now CRC) 
for over 20 

years. Her role expanded from making tea to 

becoming a central figure in the team. She also 
played a significant part in the Silver Chain Branch 

Committee, contributing to the funding of medical 

equipment and facilities. 

 

Frank Cooper is respected for his extensive 

knowledge and advice, particularly in agriculture. 

His involvement was crucial during the period of 
deregulation, showcasing his dedication to the 

community. 

 

The farewell event highlighted the couple’s deep 

connections and influence within Walpole. While 

their move to Albany is for closer family ties and 

better medical access, their legacy in Walpole 
remains significant. The community extends its 

gratitude and best wishes to Frank and Lorraine as 

they embark on this new chapter. 

 

~Walpole Weekly 
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Day Details  

 Monday 

Mahjong at Walpole Community Hall, 10am - Noon  

Mahjong at Nornalup 2pm - 5pm Contact Gail 
on 0427 689 028 for venue details.  

Zumba at Walpole Sport and Recreation Centre, 

5:30pm - 6:30pm  

Doctor Services at Walpole Silver Chain  
by appointment 9840 1173 

Pilates with Anna-Marie, 20 Bellanger Rd Nornalup. 

10.30am  

 Tuesday 

Weight Watchers at the Anglican Church Walpole, 

9:30am  
Country Club Scoungers Golf 12:30pm 

Autumn Club at Walpole Sport and Recreation 

Centre, 1pm  

Pilates with Anna-Marie, 20 Bellanger Rd Nornalup. 

6.00pm 

Wednesday 

Soccer for Kids Every Wednesday at the Walpole 

Oval - 3pm 
Tone and Stretch Class at Walpole Sport and Rec 

Centre, 9 -10am  

Doctor Services at Walpole Silver Chain by 

appointment 9840 1173 - Telehealth only 

10am - 2pm (Every last Wednesday each month) 
Walpole Country Club Social Bowls 12:30pm 

Yin Yoga with Emelie at 20 Bellanger Road, 

Nornalup 10.30am and 6pm 

 Thursday 

Pathology Pathwest at Walpole Silver Chain 8:30am 

-11:30am 
JR Karate at Walpole Sport and Rec Centre 

3:15 - 4:15pm 

Yoga with Jenny Nornalup Hall 5:30pm 
Anglicare Financial Counselling 1st Thursday every 
month by appointment - contact CRC  

Ladies golf 10.30am at Walpole Country Club 

Pilates with Anna-Marie, 20 Bellanger Rd Nornalup. 

10.30am 

 Friday 

Walpole Menshed at LIA Miguel Place, Walpole, 

9.30am -12:30pm 
Table Tennis and Games at Nornalup Community 

Hall, 5 - 7pm 

Zumba Gold at Walpole Sport and Rec Centre,  

9 -10am  

Craft Group at Walpole Community Hall, 2nd and 4th 
Friday 9:30am  

Storytime at Walpole Library 10am  

(Held fortnightly during school term) 

Meals on Wheels Delivery 
Walpole Community Bus trip every second Friday of 

every month 

Yin Yoga with Emelie at 20 Bellanger Road, 

Nornalup 10.30am 

 Saturday 

St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Service  

at Walpole, 3:45pm  
Yoga with Jenny Nornalup Hall 9am 

 

 Sunday 

St George's Anglican Church Service 10am 
Ficifolia Gardens Busy Bee 10am, second Sunday of 

every month -- all welcome 

Walpole Country Club Scroungers Bowls 12:30 pm  

Walpole Country Club men’s Golf 12pm 

 

Photo credit: 
Xavier Kolan 
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 Time Date Details  

10am 

to 
12pm 

Thursday 

7th 
December 

Online Safety, Shopping, Banking 

etc with Regan Marsh  
 @ Walpole CRC 

10.30am Sunday 

10th 
December 

Walpole Ficofolia Community 

Garden AGM 
RSVP 0427 884 418 

4.30pm Tuesday 

12th 
December 

Walpole Family Centre AGM 

5pm Wednesday 

13th 
December 

Walpole Sport and Rec 

AGM at Walpole Sport and REC 
Centre 

11am 

to 
12.30pm 

Thursday 

14th 
December 

Renaming of the Walpole Library 

RSVP by 8th December  

10am 

to 
12pm 

Tuesday 

19th 
December 

Karaoke/Music workshop with 

Oceanique  
$5 per child 

9am 

to 
4pm 

Wednesday 

10th 
January 

Denmark Thrills Adventure Park 

$35 per child 

12.30pm 

to 
3.30pm 

Friday 

12th 
January 

Beach Cricket at Peaceful Bay $5 

per child 

9am 

to 
4pm 

Wednesday 

17th 
January 

Laser Tag in Albany 

$35 per child 

Upcoming Activities 

Weekly events 
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Temporary change in water 

supply for Walpole 
 

To meet peak demand this summer, Water Corporation 

expects to supplement the local source at Butlers Dam 
with carted water from Denmark and Albany. 

 
Residents and visitors may notice water carting trucks 
on the road during this time, and we ask all road users 

to take extra care. 
 

As your water will be blended from different sources 
you may notice slight changes in its aesthetics and 

taste. We assure you that your water will always 
continue to meet 100% of the health standards 

mandated by the Australian Drinking Water Quality 
Guidelines, set out by the Department of Health.  

 
At this stage, we anticipate we may need to cart for 
periods between mid-December 2023 and late April 

2024, dependant on demand, rainfall and the 
progression of new source project works.  

 

If you have any concerns about your water quality, 

please call our 24/7 faults and emergencies line on  

13 13 75. 
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Bill Bailey showcases the Tree Top 

Walk in new travel show 
On Thursday 

16th 

November, a 

new travel 

programme 
was broadcast 

on ABC, 

starring 

famed British 

comedian Bill 

Bailey. Titled, ‘Bill Bailey’s Wild West Australia’, 

the programme explores often-unseen and 
overlooked parts of our beautiful state. 

 

Excitingly, the first episode of the series titled ‘Far 

South’, showcases a journey from Boyanup to 

Esperance; stopping at Pemberton, Denmark and 

Albany on the way. Throughout his journey, Bill 
gives his own slant on Western Australian life, 

nature, and people. He even claims Australian crows 

sound sarcastic compared to those in the UK. 

              

           continued page 9... 

 

 

 
 

 

The Big Hair Shop will be closed for a 

Christmas break on Wednesday 20th 

December, reopening on 3rd of January. 

 
I’d just like to thank the community for their 

support and I’d like to wish everyone a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Be safe, happy and enjoy. 

 

Ivan 
 

PS: Please phone to make an 

appointment. This way you’ll 

get what you need  

and when you need it. 
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Thought for the day 

 
No one is perfect, that’s why pencils 

have erasers 
 

Wolfgang Riebe 

...from page 8 

On his voyage, Bill also 

stopped for a tour of our 

local Tree Top Walk. 

He was immediately 
struck by the beauty of 

the forest giants stating, 

“I wanted to get a sense 

of the biodiversity of 

the place, the scale of 

the landscape. To find 
out about these massive 

trees, where they came 

from, how did they get to be here? And is this 

walkway safe enough for three people?” The 

walkway certainly is safe enough, Bill! 

 

Helen Nash, a long-time tour guide at the Tree Top 

Walk appeared on screen with Bill. When asked 
about her experience, Helen responded, “Bill Bailey 

is such a relaxed and lovely person, so it was easy to 

talk to him! I think he would put anyone at ease.” 

 

While Helen and Bill discussed sword grass and 

quokkas, there was a bit of a kafuffle behind the 
scenes. “There were people who recognised him 

while we were filming or asked what we were 

doing. There was a group of French tourists and we 

had to practice our school French!” Helen told the 

Weekly.  

 

This episode has been made available across the 

world; appearing on ABC, Apple TV and Channel 4 
in the UK. Helen spoke to us about the reception 

she’s had since the broadcast, “The programme 

certainly puts WA on the map! I have had lots of 

friends and relatives from oversees talking about it. 

The response to the programme and to the Tree Top 

Walk has been very positive. I was in Esperance 
recently and I had strangers commenting on the 

programme.  It can only be positive for Walpole, 

Albany and Esperance areas!”  

 

Helen spoke to us about some of the moments off 

camera, where a more personable Bill spoke to her, 

“My favourite moments were off camera when we 
had time to talk about family, how I ended up in 

Australia and Bill’s previous visits to Australia.  He 

really is a nature lover and was genuinely interested 

in the plants and animals in the forest.” 

After a bit of banter, Bill then leaves the Tree Top 

Walk for a swim with Basketball legend Luc 

Longely, a visit to Whale World, a performance with 
the Albany Shanty Men and a stop-off at 

Stonehenge, Esperance. 

It was lovely to see local locations shared for the 

whole world to see.  

 

Helen said that she was honoured to represent the 

Tree Top Walk on the programme and enjoyed 
showcasing the unique flora and fauna that this area 

has to offer. We’d like to thank Helen Nash for 

giving her time to the Weekly for this article. 

 

Make sure to check out Bill Bailey’s Wild West 

Australia on ABC iView right now.  

 
~ Nathan Viney  

 

Photographs taken from Bill Bailey’s Wild West 

Australia 

FUNERAL NOTICE  
William (Bill) Armstrong.  

  
We would like to notify the Walpole 

and wider community that the 
funeral of Bill Armstrong will be 
held on Tuesday 12th December, 

starting at 11:00am, at the Walpole 
Community Hall.  

  
All friends and family are invited to 
attend this celebration of Bill’s life. 

  
At the completion of the service, a 
light lunch will be provided at the 

Walpole Hotel from 12:30 onwards.  
  

Ann and David. 
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Nature Notes: Common 

greenshank 

The common greenshank is a wading bird, its 

scientific name is Tringa nebularia. The birds live in 

marshy or brackish habitats mostly inland lakes and 

eat small invertebrates, amphibians and fish. 
 

This is a sub-artic bird, breeding from northern 

Scotland and Europe, it migrates south in winter to 

Africa, the Indian subcontinent and Australasia. 

 

It is related to the greater yellowlegs and the spotted 
redshank. The common greenshank is the largest of 

them all. 

 

This bird is a green sandpiper. Its method of hunting 

is to wade in the water and probe the mud or sand. 

The long beak is sensitive to touch. 

 
Common greenshanks have brown upperparts in 

breeding colours and grey-brown when they are not 

breeding, which is when we see them during the 

northern hemisphere’s winter. Their lower bill has an 

upturned appearance and plumage is white below. It 

takes three years for them to fully mature. In the 

second year they will have half their breeding 
colours and during the third year they obtain full 

breeding plumage. Their legs are long and greenish, 

lifted behind them during flight and they show a 

white wedge on their back in the air.  

They are 32-35cms long. 

 
Like all sandpipers they nest in a scrape in the 

ground in which they lay up to four eggs. They are 

social and are generally seen with others of their 

kind. 
 
Common greenshanks are not threatened and are 

classed as of least concern by the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature. 
 
~Alison Kenworthy 

I love being a greenshank! Each year we 
spend time in Scotland then fly to Australia 

for the holidays.  

Manjimup Art Award winner 2023 
 

Local artist Marilyn Barrington has recently won 

the Manjimup Shire Artist award at the Manjimup 

Art Award 2023.  

 

Her winning entry: ‘Transition to a new Dawn’, is 
her reaction to the proposed alteration to the 

Australian Constitution, has it divided the 

expressions of a nation? Marilyn chose the 

Australian Magpies as a symbol of the people 

coming to terms with what effect this will have on 

our first nation peoples.  
 

A photo was taken at the Opening Night with the 

Judge Helen Seiver beside the encaustic painting 

‘Transition to a new Dawn’. 

 

Marilyn is proud and excited to win, as it is the 

second time she has won this award. The work 
shows her commitment to her art practice.  

 

~Marilyn Barrington  
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ACCOMMODATION & FOOD AUTO & MARINE 

ACCOUNTING 

 

 

 

BUILDING & TRADE 
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BUILDING & TRADE BUILDING & TRADE 

 

 

 
 

Machinery sales, parts & service - workshop or 

mobile 

Massey Ferguson, Fendt, KYMCO,  

CF Moto, Hardi and more! 

 

11320 South Western Highway, Manjimup 

 

0439 692 555  

 

office@powleyelectrical.com.au    

 

  

  

 
  

Your suppliers for 
Timber Roof Trusses 
& Wall Frames 

 

17-21 Cockburn Rd 

PO Box 5628 
Albany WA 6332 
Ph: 9842 1533  
Fax: 9842 1833 

www.rainbowft.com.au 

Kerry Halse  0427 482 437 

Email: kghalse@outlook.com 
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BUILDING & TRADE 

FREIGHT & AGRICULTURE 

St George’s Anglican Church 
cnr Vista & Pier, Walpole 

 

 

All are welcome  

 

 Sunday Service 10am 

 

Revd Sally Buckley tssf: 9848 2173 

www.denmarkanglican.org.au 
In Walpole: Harold Luxton 9840 1661 

RETAIL 

Manjimup/Peaceful Bay Showrooms: 9772 4204 or 0429 724 204 

http://www.denmarkanglican.org.au
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Distribution locations 

 

Bow Bridge Roadhouse 
Coalmine Beach 

Caravan Park 
Peaceful Bay Caravan 
Park 
Silver Chain 

The Nornabar 
Walpole BP 
Walpole CRC 
 

 

Walpole Hardware 
Walpole IGA  
Walpole Library 
Walpole Pharmacy 
Walpole Post Office 
Walpole Visitors Centre 

VETERINARY & ANIMAL CARE 

Walpole Times to Remember 
  

Walpole CRC 

Tue to Fri 9am-4pm  
Walpole Nornalup Visitor Centre 

 Monday-Saturday 9-4pm , Sunday/Public hols  

9am-2pm  
Library 9840 1108 

Wed 9am-12pm and 1pm-3:30pm 
Fri 9am-12pm and 1pm-3:30pm, 

Sat 9am-12pm 
Walpole Weekly 

Monday 10am Deadline: 
Tues to Fri 10:30am-3pm 

Walpole Op Shop  

Mon- Fri 9:30am-11:30am; Sat 10am-1pm 
St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church  

Sat 3:45 pm 

St George’s Anglican Church  

Sun 10am 
Walpole Waste Transfer Station  

Tues and Thu 1pm-5pm; Sun 9am-5pm 
Peaceful Bay Refuse Site  

Wed 9am-1pm; Sun 1pm-4:30pm 

 
 

 
 

Show your Walpole pride  

with these exclusive  
Walpole Licence plates. 

Classifieds 
Physiotherapy 

Now at 
 Walpole Silver Chain 

 0409 745 777 

For sale 

1984 Subaru Wagon, no rego, great tyres, will run 
but needs work. 

$150 0405 545 245 
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Kevin Pierce; 

Rob and Amber V 


