
 

 

10th January, 2024 www.walpole.org.au 

Walpole Weekly 
Community newspaper proudly 

published by the Walpole CRC 

in litter-free Walpole. 

Made possible by our 

advertisers and donations.  

Swimming into the New Year: Brown Water Classic 2024 

2023 Christmas Lunch 
December 21st was our last 
community lunch of the year. Chris 

and Nate put on an amazing 

Christmas buffet featuring massive 

prawns, turkey, chicken, and of 

course, the obligatory Christmas 

ham.  

 
The potato salad was the best we 

had ever tasted, followed by the 

traditional Australian pavlova and 

strawberries for dessert. 

                     
                     continued page 2... 

continued page 2... 

On Saturday 

morning of 

January 6th, 

2024, the 
swimmers of 

Walpole 

prepared for 

the annual 

Brown Water 

Classic. At 8 am, the picturesque Walpole Inlet served as the starting point for 

the grueling 12km swim. This unique swim carries a sense of Walpole pride 
now, with well over a decades worth of laps being swum around this route and 

participants travelling from all over the state to swim right here! 
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Everyone was gifted a beautiful parcel kindly made 

by Jill, Nate's mother of homemade shortbread and 
chocolates. 

 

It was heartening to hear how much everyone 

appreciates the quality of the food at our community 

lunches. Chris and Nate are also willing to continue 

this initiative despite the upcoming close of the 

Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewals Grant. 
 

This truly is a 

testament to 

their dedication 

and community 

spirit. Their 

generosity is 
commendable. 

 

We are 

encouraging 

community 

members to 
contribute 

slightly more 

than 

previously, like 

a donation of 

five or ten 

dollars, which seems like a reasonable and effective 
way to sustain these lunches. Given the high-quality 

meals and the enjoyment they bring, many attendees 

may be willing to support this increase, especially 

when they understand it helps to continue the 

service.  

 

It’s a great example of how communities can come 
together to support each other and ensure the 

continuation of valuable services and events. 

 

~Diana Smith 

 Swimmers gathered at the jetty with a mix of 

seasoned participants and newcomers ready to face 
the notorious stretch. The starting horn signaled the 

commencement of the swim, with splashes and 

excitement all around the Walpole Boat Ramp. 

Canoeists and boaters were at the ready to join their 

swimmers and guide them on their swim.  

 

Oh and we must not forget the all important official 
marshalling which included: directions, safety 

procedures, rules, logistics, compliance monitoring, 

crowd control and the many other regulations which 

takes all of one minutes duration to get through to 

ensure this casual swim runs smoothly. 

 

Navigating the muddy waters of the Walpole Inlet is 
always a challenge overcoming the sooty conditions 

pushing towards the Knoll. A moment of respite 

comes as they reach calm waters in the channel, 

allowing a brief break before turning left around the 

rocky corner and 

heading across the 
Nornalup Inlet.  

 

There are also the 

adoring fans usually 

congregated on the 

famous gazebo at 

Rest Point cheering 
from afar. This year 

the weather was kind unlike the last two weeks of 

high winds in Walpole. It was as if the wind woke up 

this morning and saw that it was swim day and 

decided the winds would be blowing mildly, 

allowing the swimmers and crews to take in the 

breathtaking views of the Knoll, Coalmine Beach 
and its surrounds in peace. 

 

The Frankland River entry again had its own set of 

challenges, with swimmers once more turning to 
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walking in the 

shallow waters. 

This is always a 

good break for 
the arms 

allowing for a 

stretch and well 

earned rest. 

 

Rocky Point 

marked the 
halfway point, offering a pause for swimmers to 

refuel with cake and coffee supplied by their doting 

supporters.  After a short break here the swimmers 

pressed on up through the Frankland River, 

negotiating channels, shallows and overcoming 

fatigue. This truly is the best part of the swim. 
 

The final stretch brings 

swimmers to the Nornalup 

Bridge, a symbolic and 

picturesque gateway to the 

finish line.  Once a gain the 

adoring fans awaited, 
cheering on the participants 

as they reached the end.  

 

The Walpole team all 

jumped in and finished 

together, a testament to their 

shared endurance and comradery during the swim. 
 

The Walpole team was well represented with 

Captain Stuart Klose at the helm. Sarah Walker 

rallied up the troops and spearheaded the team to a 

record breaking swim to come in at well under 4 

hours. Once again the dynamic duo of Lorrelle and 
Peter Flett paddled their canoe alongside our 

swimmers to guide them safely. 

 

The Denmark team didn't bother to show up this 

year so the Walpole team automatically became the 

winners of this ongoing rivalry  There were 

approximately 30 swimmers taking part with many 

solo, duo and larger teams taking part.  
 

We had special guest Rotto Soloist Cameron 

Skerman aka Skerman the Merman partake this year 

who has already booked his spot for next year and 

commented on how much of a special swim this was 

with such amazing scenery and comradery amongst 

all the swimmers.  
 

All swimmers and teams were awarded, sold, gifted 

or stole a commemorative shirt for their efforts 

which was their only prize other than the personal 

glory of completing a 12km swim. 

 
The after-party in Nornalup unfolded with swimmers 

showcasing talents beyond the water. The energy 

from the swim carried into the night, creating a 

lively atmosphere. 

 

As the day concluded, the Brown Water Classic of 

2024 became another chapter in the legacy of this 
annual event casual swim. The stories of resilience, 

camaraderie, and determination added to the ongoing 

narrative of the Walpole Brown Water Classic 

inspired and initiated by Paul Downie of Nornalup 

with which we thank you! A 12km swim is an 

impressive achievement, well done to everyone! 
 

~Nicole Munro 
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Musical Workshop with Oceanique! 

The music workshop with Maddie and Jess from 

Oceanique at the Walpole Community Centre was a 

delightful and engaging event for everyone involved! 

If you don’t know who Maddie and Jess are, 

Oceanique were named Folk Artists of the Year for 

2022. Also, in March of this year they released their 
debut album ‘Would the Light Hold Me’, with the 

music written and sung by Maddie and Jess. 
 

This is one of the songs on the album: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilQkwK3y2_I 
 

Starting with 
musical chairs as a 

warm-up it was a 

fun and energetic 

way to get the kids 

excited. They then 

moved on to a 

coordination game 
with clapping 

hands, stomping 

feet, and clicking fingers which is a great interactive 

activity that not only entertains but also helps develop 

rhythm and coordination skills. The karaoke session 

was a highlight, offering the children a chance to 
express themselves through singing and dancing. 
 

The short break for morning tea was enough to give 

everyone a chance to recharge before diving back into 

more singing, dancing, and playing instruments. 
 

Having artists like Maddie and Jess, who are not only 

talented but also know how to connect with and 
entertain children, is invaluable. Their ability to make 

events so memorable was evident in that the kids were 

already looking forward to next year's event. All of 

this was made possible thanks to a grant from Youth 

Affairs Council WA (YACWA), thank you! 

 

~Diana Smith 

BUSINESS FOR SALE 
 

Lawn Mowing and Gardening. 
 

Based in Walpole. 
 

Over 35 regular clients + seasonal work 
Work as much or as little as you like. 

 
MYOB t/over in excess of $35K per annum. 

Asking price: $40K ONO 
 

For more information call 0427 429 919 

Get ready for Fast & Fancy Speed 

Dating on January 27th at the 

ArtsHouse, part of the Brave New Works 

Festival!  

 

Be brave, make connections, and let the 

sparks fly from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM.  

 

Register now for this exclusive event, 

open to individuals aged 45 to 65 

 

don't miss your chance to fast-track your 

way to exciting new connections! 

 

bit.ly/fastandfancy 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilQkwK3y2_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilQkwK3y2_I
bit.ly/fastandfancy
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The Walpole Weekly values freedom of expression and 

welcomes contributions and feedback from readers via 
letter or email on any topic of community interest: 

1) All content submitted for publication must 
provide full name and contact details. 

2) The Walpole CRC will no longer print 
anonymous letters. 

3) Any content published may be edited to enhance 
flow, clarity, spelling, and grammar—not facts 

or meaning—therefore the writer should 
carefully check facts and consider their choice of 
words. 

4) Should content be deemed by the Editor to be 
too long (should be no more than 250 words), 
incomprehensible, libelous, illegal, or incite a 
sensitive issue, then it will not be published. 

5) In the case of content being rejected, the writer/s 
will be notified of the decision by the Editor. 

6) Should the writer dispute the Editor’s decision 

they should take it up in writing with the 
Management Committee of Walpole CRC. 

7) The Management Committee will make the final 
decision on whether or not to publish the content 
in the next available edition of the Weekly.  
Email weekly@walpole.org.au. 

We welcome your opinion 

 
 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday to Friday 
10.30am to 3pm 

Classifieds 
Physiotherapy 

Now at 
 Walpole Silver Chain 

 0409 745 777 

For sale 

Qunitrex 420 Breeze About  
40 HP Honda Four Stroke. 71 Hours Power tilt. 

0429 903 838. 

mailto:weekly@walpole.org.au


6 - 10th January, 2024 

 

Walpole Weekly 

  

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

 

Day Details  

 Monday 

Mahjong at Walpole Community Hall, 10am - Noon  

Mahjong at Nornalup 2pm - 5pm Contact Gail 
on 0427 689 028 for venue details.  

Zumba at Walpole Sport and Recreation Centre, 

5:30pm - 6:30pm  

Doctor Services at Walpole Silver Chain  
by appointment 9840 1173 

Pilates with Anna-Marie, 20 Bellanger Rd Nornalup. 

9am - $20  

 Tuesday 

Weight Watchers at the Anglican Church Walpole, 

9:30am  
Country Club Scoungers Golf 12:30pm 

Autumn Club at Walpole Sport and Recreation 

Centre, 1pm  

Pilates with Anna-Marie, 20 Bellanger Rd Nornalup. 

6.00pm 

Wednesday 

Tone and Stretch Class at Walpole Sport and Rec 
Centre, 9 -10am  

Doctor Services at Walpole Silver Chain by 

appointment 9840 1173 - Telehealth only 

10am - 2pm (Every last Wednesday each month) 
Walpole Country Club Social Bowls 12:30pm 

Yin Yoga with Emelie at 20 Bellanger Road, 

Nornalup 10.30am and 6pm 

 Thursday 

Pathology Pathwest at Walpole Silver Chain  

8:30am -11:30am 
JR Karate at Walpole Sport and Rec Centre 

3:15 - 4:15pm 

Yoga with Jenny Nornalup Hall 5:30pm 

Anglicare Financial Counselling 1st Thursday every 
month by appointment - contact CRC  
Ladies golf 10.30am at Walpole Country Club 

Pilates with Anna-Marie, 20 Bellanger Rd Nornalup. 

10.30am 

Community Lunch at Walpole Hotel/Motel 12pm 

 Friday 

Walpole Menshed at LIA Miguel Place, Walpole, 

9.30am -12:30pm 
Table Tennis and Games at Nornalup Community 

Hall, 5 - 7pm 

Zumba Gold at Walpole Sport and Rec Centre,  

9 -10am  

Craft Group at Walpole Community Hall, 2nd and 4th 
Friday 9:30am  

Storytime at Walpole Library 10am  

(Held fortnightly during school term) 

Meals on Wheels Delivery 
Walpole Community Bus trip every second Friday of 

every month 

Yin Yoga with Emelie at 20 Bellanger Road, 

Nornalup 8am 

 Saturday 

St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Service  

at Walpole, 3:45pm  
Yoga with Jenny Nornalup Hall 9am 

Ficifolia Garden Together 3-5pm   

All Welcome 

 Sunday 

St George's Anglican Church Service 10am 
Ficifolia Gardens Busy Bee 10am, second Sunday of 

every month -- All Welcome 

Walpole Country Club Scroungers Bowls 12:30 pm  

Walpole Country Club Men’s Golf 12pm 

 

Photo credit: 
Xavier Kolan 

Weekly events 

Kevin Pierce; 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

 

 

 Time Date Details  

12.30pm 

to 
3.30pm 

Friday 

12th 
January 

Beach Cricket at Peaceful Bay  

$5 per child 

9am 

to 
4pm 

Wednesday 

17th 
January 

Laser Tag in Albany 

$35 per child 

1pm 

to 
4pm 

Saturday 

20th 
January 

Reclaim the Void weaving 

workshop for kids at Walpole 
Ficifolia Community Garden 

8.30am 

to 
1pm 

Friday 

26th 
January 

Av’ A G’day at Walpole Pioneer 

Park 

12:30pm Saturday 

27th January 

Nornalup Residents and 

Ratepayers Community BBQ and 
AGM. Settlers Park, Nornalup 

4pm 

to 
6pm 

Saturday 

27th 
January 

Fast and Fancy speed dating at 

Denmark Arts House 

Upcoming Activities 

Weekly events 
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ACCOMMODATION & FOOD 

ACCOUNTING 

 

AUTO & MARINE 

BUILDING & TRADE 

0439 692 555  

 

office@powleyelectrical.com.au   
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Kerry Halse  0427 482 437 

Email: halsee@westnet.com.au 

 

BUILDING & TRADE 

  

  

 
  

Your suppliers for 
Timber Roof Trusses & Wall Frames 

 

17-21 Cockburn Rd 
PO Box 5628 
Albany WA 6332 
Ph:  9842 1533  
Fax:  9842 1833 

www.rainbowft.com.au 

BUILDING & TRADE 

COMMUNITY SERVICES               

St George’s Anglican Church 
cnr Vista & Pier, Walpole 

 

All are welcome  

 

 Sunday Service 10am 

 

Revd Sally Buckley tssf: 0400 101 166  

www.denmarkanglican.org.au 

COMPUTER 

http://www.denmarkanglican.org.au
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EARTHMOVING & GARDENING 

EARTHMOVING & GARDENING 

FREIGHT & AGRICULTURE 
A message from the 

Walpole Weekly 

 

 

 

 

Got an interesting, funny, or heart-warming story? 

We’d love to hear it!  

 

Send in your local stories and experiences to 

weekly@walpole.org.au 

to get them printed in the Walpole Weekly!  

 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

VETERINARY & ANIMAL CARE 

RETAIL 
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Walpole Weekly distribution locations 

 
Bow Bridge  

Roadhouse 

Coalmine Beach  
Caravan Park 

Peaceful Bay  

Caravan Park 

Silver Chain 
The Nornabar 

 
Walpole BP 

Walpole CRC 

Walpole Hardware 
Walpole IGA  

Walpole Library 

Walpole Pharmacy 

Walpole Post Office 
Walpole Visitors Centre 

Walpole Times to Remember 
  

Walpole CRC 

Tue to Fri 9am-4pm  
Walpole Nornalup Visitor Centre 

 Monday-Saturday 9-4pm , Sunday/Public hols  
9am-2pm  

Library 9840 1108 

Wed 9am-12pm and 1pm-3:30pm 

Fri 9am-12pm and 1pm-3:30pm, 
Sat 9am-12pm 

Walpole Weekly 

Monday 10am Deadline: 
Tues to Fri 10:30am-3pm 

Walpole Op Shop  

Mon- Fri 9:30am-11:30am; Sat 10am-1pm 
St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church  

Sat 3:45 pm 
St George’s Anglican Church  

Sun 10am 
Walpole Waste Transfer Station  

Tues and Thu 1pm-5pm; Sun 9am-5pm 
Peaceful Bay Refuse Site  

Wed 9am-1pm; Sun 1pm-4:30pm 
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