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The Walpole Weekly recently reached out to the Department of Biodiversity, 

Conservation and Attractions' (DBCA) Frankland District Manager Peter 

Masters for a discussion on the bushfire that has been burning in the region 

since Wednesday 24th April . When asked for an update on the efforts of the 

firefighting crew, Peter had this to say: DBCA is managing the bushfire with 

support still from volunteer bushfire brigades with around 70 DBCA and 

Bushfire Brigade volunteers still on the ground focusing on consolidating the 
65 kilometre of edge. Some of the works currently underway include 

blacking out anything that is burning within 20 metres of the edge. We need 

to physically walk all public roads to check for anything that is dangerous 

that could impact our firefighters over the coming days and to ensure the 

roads will be safe to reopen for the public once its determined that it is safe 

to do so, which probably is a week away.      continued page 2... 
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Once the fire ground is safe, DBCA local staff will 

assess the impacts of the bushfire. This process will 

assist in documenting and planning recovery actions, 
and potential actions are likely to include such things 

as post fire feral predator control, fencing of 

vulnerable populations of plants and animals that 

may be impacted by feral pigs, fire intensity 

mapping to identify areas that may be unburnt and 

identify areas for additional protection measures.  
 

Over time, a picture of short and longer-term impacts 

will be built, which will help inform ongoing 

management of species and communities.  

 

DBCA has already deployed sprinkler systems to wet 

down several areas of peat which are known to 
contain the rare sunset frog.  

 

Aerial water bombers were used to actively combat 

the bushfire and support ground crews but aren’t 

used to put water directly on peatlands as the 

pressure from the water leaving the water bomber 

aircraft (3,000 litres) may impact peatland 
environments, and the residue from wetting agents 

that are used to assist with supressing fires can be 

damaging to peat systems and the organisms that live 

in them.  

 

The Middle Road Bushfire complex is well 
resourced with Frankland District staff providing an 

Incident Management Team in Walpole. We still 

have 20 trucks on the fire ground today, supported 

by 5 machines, water bombers are on standby in 

Manjimup, and several large water trucks and 22,000 

litre portable water points, due to lack of usable 

water points in the area due to extremely dry 
conditions around the fireground.. 
 

No building were immediately impacted by the 

bushfire, due to the great effort of DBCA and DFES 

Bushfire Brigade volunteers, supported by water 

bombers and heavy bulldozers. There were small 

impacts on private property pastures. 
 

We would like to thank all DBCA, DFES, Bushfire 

Brigade volunteers, Fire and Rescue Service 

firefighters and other support agencies including 

SES, Department of Communities, Walpole CRC for 

the assistance with the community meetings, 
Walpole Work Camp for assisting with water 

bombers and setting up evac centre, Walpole Sport 

and Recreation Centre and Main Roads WA. 

Everyone has done an amazing job to combat the fire 

in difficult circumstance, and we received fantastic 

support from the Walpole, Nornalup and Denmark 

communities and businesses with exceptional 

community support, with provision of food supplies, 
and offers of accommodation at private residences 

and other assistance, in any way that they could 

assist. 

 

The Walpole Weekly would like to thank Peter for 

taking the time to provide us with an update in the 

middle of a very stressful event. We would like to 
thank him and his team fighting the fire for keeping 

us safe.                 

 

~Walpole Weekly 

 

Below is a letter from Peter Masters: 

Dear Editor,  

I take this opportunity to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to everyone who assisted during the recent 

bushfires near Walpole and Bow Bridge that burnt 

through almost 14,000 hectares of Mount Roe and 

Mount Frankland South national parks. 

 

To our local Walpole, Nornalup, and Denmark 

communities: Your support through offers of 
accommodation, food and emotional encouragement 

touched everyone involved in the firefighting effort. 

To our local businesses: Your offers of additional 

assistance at any time of the day or night were so 

generous.  

 

To all the responders: Your bravery helped protect 
lives, private property and nature. Thank you to 

Bushfire Brigade volunteers, Department of Fire and 

Emergency Service firefighters and State Emergency 

Service personnel, Department of Justice for 

reloading water bombers contracted from Dunn 

Aviation, Department of Communities for managing 
the Walpole Evacuation Centre, and special thanks to 

Charlene from the Walpole Sport and Recreation 

Centre. And a big thank you to all my teammates 

from multiple regions and districts across the Parks 

and Wildlife Service for their effort, expertise and 

equipment. 

 
There will be smoke still visible within the bushfire 

zone over coming days and weeks. Roads and the 

section of the Munda Biddi Trail will reopen when 

the area is safe to enter again. For up-to-date 

bushfire information, please refer to the Emergency 

WA website – www.emergency.wa.gov.au 

 

~Peter Masters 
Incident Controller and  

A/Manager Frankland District 

Parks and Wildlife Service, DBCA  
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ANZAC Day a big hit with locals 

Anzac Day was very well supported with a big 

crowd attending the Service, thankfully the weather 
was perfect for the Day.  

 

The march saw Dougie and his daughter on the 

drums beating to the step, then we had Russell with 

the bugle playing The Last Post and Reveille. That 

was the first time we have had a live rendition so big 
thanks to all. 

 

The School Choir performed a song and Mila Burton 

delivered a reading about Anzac Day. They were 

terrific thanks to the School for organising the 

children. The Work Camp guys play a part for the 

day in setting up seating and cleaning up etc - thank 
you.  

 

Wreaths were laid by the RSL, School, P&C and 

Shire.  

 

Afterwards there was food and drinks provided by 

the Walpole Hotel. They have been a big supporter 
of ANZAC Day and it is good place to reminisce 

and appreciate the sacrifices made for what we have 

today in a magnificent part of the world. Big thanks 

to the Walpole Hotel.  

 

Also thank you to the Walpole people who came 

along and paid their respects to those who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice so that we have the life we take for 

granted today. 
 

~Norm Hawkins 

Family Military Tradition 

Commemorated on Anzac Day 

Those who paid their respects at the Anzac Parade 

and Service last week may have caught a glimpse of 

proud Walpole citizen Kevin Graham marching with 

a chest full of medals. Kevin undertook his basic 

training at Kapooka Army Barracks, followed by his 

core training at Singleton, for the Australian Army 

Infantry. He then served at Canungra and Townsville 
as part of the 1st Battalion, Royal Australia 

Regiment unit. He was awarded the medal for 

recognition of his service.  

 

Following family tradition, Kevin proudly displayed 

the medals his father was also awarded. Max 
Graham served in the Norwegian Merchant Navy 

from 1940 to 1945. Norway was recognised as an 

ally of the Commonwealth, and as such Max was 

awarded the Star (1939 - 1945), for his service in the 

Battle of Britain; the Atlantic Star for his service in 

the Merchant Navy, the Burma Star for his service in 

the Pacific and a Brave Conduct Commendation for 
acts of bravery considered worthy of recognition.  

 

It is heartening to see the spirit of Anzac live on in 

the generations that have come after, and we pay our 

respects and give thanks to those brave servicemen 

and women, like Max and Kevin Graham who 

courageously and selflessly served to protect our 
country.  

 

Turn to page 4 for an ANZAC day collage. 

 

~Diana Smith 
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Funding and Support Information 

for WA Primary Producers 

Season 2024 Info: Provides management options 

and seasonally relevant information for broadacre 

and southwestern agricultural areas, and the 

Southern Rangelands of WA. 
 

Loans and Programmes: 

• Drought Loans: Available from the Australian 

Government's Regional Investment 

Corporation (RIC) for farm businesses to 

manage through drought. Eligible businesses 

can apply for loans up to $2 million. 

• AgBiz Drought Loans: For small businesses 
in drought-affected areas to manage during a 

drought. Loans are also available through RIC. 

• Farm Management Deposit Scheme: 

Managed by the Australian Tax Office, allows 

primary producers to set aside pre-tax income 

to aid business cash flow. 

• Farm Household Allowance Programme: 
Provides income support for farming families 

facing financial hardship, ensuring 

commitment to financial management training. 

• Farm Debt Mediation Scheme: Helps resolve 

loan agreement disputes through mediation. 
 

Support Services: 

• Regional Mens Health Initiative: Focuses on 

health education and improving outcomes for 

men in regional WA. 
• Rural West: Offers free financial counselling 

to primary producers to help navigate financial 

crises. 

• Rural Aid: Provides financial, wellbeing, and 

fodder assistance to farmers affected by natural 

disasters. 
 

Natural Disaster Assistance: 
• Department of Fire and Emergency 

Services: Offers advice and resources for 

preparing and coping with bushfires. 

• Disaster Recovery Funding: Lists available 

support during declared natural disasters. 
 

Contact Information: For further details, regional 

managers can be contacted directly via provided 

email addresses. 
 

This document serves as a resource guide for 

managing agricultural challenges and accessing 

various support services available to primary 

producers in Western Australia. 
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Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Winners Graham and Peter with generator prizes 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

 

    

Day Details  

 Monday 

Mahjong at Walpole Community Hall, 10am - Noon  
Mahjong at Nornalup 2pm - 5pm Contact Gail 

on 0427 689 028 for venue details.  

Zumba at Walpole Sport and Recreation Centre, 

5:30pm - 6:30pm  
Doctor Services at Walpole Health Clinic  

by appointment 9840 1173 

Pilates with Anna-Marie, Bellanger Rd Nornalup. 9am 

Walpole Community Hall 6pm  
Pickleball 9.30am-11.30am at Walpole Rec Centre 

 Tuesday 

Weight Watchers at the Anglican Church Walpole, 

9:30am  

Country Club Scoungers Golf 12:30pm 

Autumn Club at Walpole Sport and Recreation 
Centre, 1pm  

Pilates with Anna-Marie, Walpole Community Hall 

9am 

Wednesday 

Stretch and Tone Class at Walpole Sport and Rec 

Centre, 9 -10am  
Doctor Services at Walpole Health Clinic by 

appointment 9840 1173 - Telehealth only 

10am - 2pm (Every last Wednesday each month) 

Walpole Country Club Social Bowls 12:30pm 
Yin Yoga with Emelie at 20 Bellanger Road, 

Nornalup 9am and 6pm 

 Thursday 

Pathology Pathwest at Walpole Health Clinic 

8:30am -11:30am 
JR Karate at Walpole Sport and Rec Centre 

3:15 - 4:15pm 

Yoga with Jenny Nornalup Hall 5:30pm 
Anglicare Financial Counselling 1st Thursday every 

month by appointment - contact CRC  
Ladies golf 10.30am at Walpole Country Club 

Pilates with Anna-Marie, Walpole Community Hall 

9am 

Community Lunch at Walpole Hotel/Motel 12pm 

 Friday 

Walpole Menshed at LIA Miguel Place, Walpole, 
9.30am -12:30pm 

Table Tennis and Games at Nornalup Community 

Hall, 5 - 7pm 

Zumba Gold at Walpole Sport and Rec Centre,  
9 -10am  

Craft Group at Walpole Community Hall, 2nd and 4th 

Friday 9:30am  

Meals on Wheels Delivery 
Walpole Community Bus trip every second Friday  

of every month 

Yin Yoga with Emelie at 20 Bellanger Road, 

Nornalup 9am 

Pickleball 10am-12pm at Walpole Rec Centre 

 Saturday 

St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Service  

at Walpole, 3:45pm  
Yoga with Jenny Nornalup Hall 9am 

Ficifolia Garden Together 3-5pm  

All Welcome 

 Sunday 

St George's Anglican Church Service 10am 

Ficifolia Gardens Busy Bee 10am, second Sunday  
of every month -- All Welcome 

Walpole Country Club Scroungers Bowls 12:30 pm  

Walpole Country Club Men’s Golf 12pm 

 

  

Weekly events 

Kevin Pierce; 

 

Denmark Shire 
Councillors 

 Time Date Details  

10am 

to 
11am 

Friday 

May 
3rd 

Story time at Walpole Library 

10am  

to 
3pm 

Sunday  

May  
5th 

Bike Skills and Road Safety 

course at BMX track Vista Street 

11am Tuesday 

May 
14th 

Virtual Reality and bushfire 

preparedness at Walpole CRC 

 Thursday 

May 
16th 

Common Ground Business 

Network event at the Walpole 
Community Gardens  

10am 

to 
11am 

Friday 

May 
17th 

Story time at Walpole Library 

10am 

to 
11am 

Friday 

May 
31st 

Story time at Walpole Library 

10am Saturday 

June  
1st 

And 

Sunday 

June 

2nd  

Tingledale 100 years of group 

settlement celebration Tingledale 
Hall 

10am 
to 

11am 

Friday 
June 
14th 

Story time at Walpole Library 

10am 

to 
11am 

Friday 

June 
28th 

Story time at Walpole Library 

Upcoming Activities 

Weekly 
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The Walpole Weekly values freedom of expression and 

welcomes contributions and feedback from readers via 
letter or email on any topic of community interest: 

1) All content submitted for publication must 
provide full name and contact details. 

2) The Walpole CRC will no longer print 
anonymous letters. 

3) Any content published may be edited to enhance 
flow, clarity, spelling, and grammar—not facts 

or meaning—therefore the writer should 
carefully check facts and consider their choice of 
words. 

4) Should content be deemed by the Editor to be 
too long (should be no more than 250 words), 
incomprehensible, libelous, illegal, or incite a 
sensitive issue, then it will not be published. 

5) In the case of content being rejected, the writer/s 
will be notified of the decision by the Editor. 

6) Should the writer dispute the Editor’s decision 

they should take it up in writing with the 
Management Committee of Walpole CRC. 

7) The Management Committee will make the final 
decision on whether or not to publish the content 
in the next available edition of the Weekly.  
Email weekly@walpole.org.au. 

We welcome your opinion 

Classifieds 
Physiotherapy 

Now at 
 Walpole Health Clinic 

 0409 745 777 

mailto:weekly@walpole.org.au
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A call for action for the Walpole 

Primary School P&C 
 

The Walpole 

Primary School 

Parents and 

Citizens (P&C) 

Association is in 

desperate need of 
new members and a 

dedicated secretary 

to help steer the organisation to success. The P&C 

plays a crucial role in supporting the local school 

community, working closely with school staff and 

parents to enhance the educational experience of the 
children. 

 

The current members of the Walpole P&C have been 

tirelessly working to fundraise, plan events, and 

advocate for the needs of the school. However, with 

the recent departure of the secretary, the remaining 

members need support with the workload. 
 

“We are at a critical juncture right now,” said P&C 

President, Trudi Miles. “We need fresh faces and 

new ideas to rejuvenate our efforts and continue 

supporting our school community.” 

 

The responsibilities of the secretary include keeping 
accurate records of meetings, managing 

correspondence, and fulfilling administrative duties 

essential for the smooth operation of the P&C. The 

vacancy is a significant gap that needs to be filled 

urgently. Previous secretary and/or administrative 

experience isn’t necessary as step-by-step guidance 

is provided by Western Australian Council of State 
School Organizations (WACSSO) resources. 

 

“We are calling on anyone in the Walpole 

community who is passionate about education and 

wants to make a difference to consider joining our 

P&C,” urged Trudi. “You don’t need to have prior 
experience, just a willingness to contribute and 

support our school.” 

 

The Walpole P&C has been instrumental in 

providing resources and support for various school 

programmes, such as playground upgrades, sporting 

events, excursions, and educational initiatives. By 
nominating for secretary or even just becoming an 

ordinary member of the P&C, individuals have the 

opportunity to actively participate in shaping the 

school’s future and fostering a strong sense of 

community. 

“We are excited about the prospect of welcoming 

new members and a dedicated secretary to our 

team,” said Trudi. “Together, we can continue to 

make a positive impact on the lives of the children in 
our school.” 

 

If you are interested in joining the Walpole P&C or 

becoming the secretary, please reach out to Trudi 

Miles at walpoleprimarypandc@gmail.com. Your 

involvement is vital in ensuring the success and 

sustainability of our school community. Let’s come 
together and make a difference for our children's 

future. 

 

Our next meeting is on Monday 6th May, at 5pm at 

the Walpole Primary School and everyone is 

welcome.  
 

~Walpole Primary School P&C 

 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday to Friday 10.30am to 3pm 
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Nature Notes: Grey Currawong 
The Grey 
Currawong 

(Strepera 

Versicolour) has 

a latin name 

meaning 

variations in 

colour and until 

recently the variations were thought to be separate 
species. They are a moderate sized bird very similar 

in appearance to a crow, however they have white 

beneath their tails and wings and their eyes are 

yellow.  
 

Their beak is thicker and heavier than that of a crow. 

They are about 44-57cm long with a 72-85cm wing 
span. They are not usually confused with other birds 

but they can be confused with each other as there are 

six subspecies across Australia. Currawongs are 

related to magpies and butcher birds. They are seen 

around Walpole but not many have been seen this 

year although I think I saw some down by the 

Frankland river. These birds are less gregarious than 
magpies and they have not adapted well to urban 

development. However they are not considered to be 

at risk by the International Union for Conservation 

of Nature although within Australia some sub 

species are considered endangered. The West 

Australian sub species is called(Plumbea) and is 

sometimes called squeaker because of its call. In 
some parts of Australia they tend to be seen in winter 

and because we have had a dry season this might be 

the reason they have not been around. 

 

Grey Currawongs are omnivores who are 

opportunistic feeders, eating berries and 

invertebrates lizards and small mammals. They are 

known to snatch blue wren chicks. The birds mostly 

feed on the ground in small groups. In contrast to 

this they nest quite high in trees which makes them 

difficult to study. The breeding season is from 
August to December. Currawongs build a large, 

shallow nest of thin sticks lined with grass. The 

chicks are born naked and undeveloped, which 

seems to be the case with more intelligent birds. The 

eggs vary in size and colour according to sub 

species. The west Australian sub species lays red- 

brown or wine-coloured eggs with darker brown 
markings which culminates with one end of the egg 

being darker. Incubation takes about 23 days, 

although because of difficulties in observing the nest 

this is not really certain. Both parents feed and care 

for the chicks. 
 

Grey currawongs in WA are found in dry jarrah 
forests, other forested areas and among paper barks 

in swampy area . They are also seen in the Wheat 

belt. They will visit deserted gardens in order to 

collect berries and may be seen prodding the ground 

for prey. 

 
~Alison Kenworthy 

Let’s keep the scientific world guessing  
shall we? 
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Congratulations Kris and Nate! 

The much-anticipated wedding (held Sunday 28th) 

of beloved locals Kris and Nate of Walpole Hotel-
Motel went ahead despite the recent fires that 

threatened the district. A last-minute change of 

location for the ceremony, from Circular Pool to the 

grounds of the pub, was the only hitch. Kris and Nate 

made it down the aisle with grace and style. 

Surrounded by her bridesmaids, dressed in royal 

blue, and given away by both mothers of the bride 
and groom, Kris married her partner and best friend 

Nate. The Viking theme wedding was officiated by 

Rachel Simpson, who conducted a moving hand-

binding ceremony, again involving both the mothers 

of Nate and Kris.  

 

With vows said, rings exchanged, and sealed with a 
kiss, the wedding party moved into the reception 

with cheers and a few tears of happiness. 

Seven years prior, Nate was on a date with a 

girlfriend at Capel Tavern, where he witnessed Kris 

evict a few bikies single-handedly. It was love at first 

sight for him and they have been inseparable ever 
since, running several successful businesses together.  

 

With recent fires raging, Nate and Kris also 

generously accommodated and fed exhausted and 

hungry firefighters and evacuees, which meant the 

staff had to prepare the wedding feast three times 

before the big day!  Featured on 7News, Kris spoke 

of how she had to double up all her guests in order to 

make room for the firefighters. None of this 

dampened the enthusiasm for the day, or the 
decorating efforts, as the stunningly adorned 

reception was a sight to behold. 

 

Guests were served a Viking feast fit for a king, 

featuring pork, assorted salads, and baby potatoes, 

with sweets and candies available as the bonbonniere 

to take home. After the cake was cut, and cheesecake 
and fruit served as dessert, the best woman, Susie, 

gave a beautiful speech, before everyone was up and 

dancing, with music provided by Dig the Dust. A 

fabulous highlight of the night was witnessing the 

fire-twirling talents of Walpole Hotel chef, Guido, 

who wowed the crowd with his skills, putting on a 
spectacular show. 

 

It was a memorable evening for all attendees, with 

all guests wishing the couple a lifetime of happiness. 

A more deserving couple could not be found, 

especially in recognition of how they have supported 

both firefighters and the town as a whole. Walpole 
wishes them a long and happy marriage and 

appreciates their kind contributions to the town they 

call home.  

 

~Diana Smith 
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BUILDING & TRADE 

0439 692 555  

ACCOUNTING 

 

office@powleyelectrical.com.au    

 

AGRICULTURE 

AUTO & MARINE 

Kerry Halse  0427 482 437 

Email: kghalse@outlook.com 
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BUILDING & TRADE 

  

  

 
  

Your suppliers for 
Timber Roof Trusses & Wall Frames 

 

17-21 Cockburn Rd 
PO Box 5628 
Albany WA 6332 
Ph:   9842 1533  
Fax:  9842 1833 

www.rainbowft.com.au 

COMMUNITY SERVICES                             

St George’s Anglican Church 
cnr Vista & Pier, Walpole 

 

All are welcome  

 

 Sunday Service 10am 

 

Revd Sally Buckley tssf: 0400 101 166  

www.denmarkanglican.org.au 

EARTHMOVING & GARDENING 

COMPUTER 

http://www.denmarkanglican.org.au
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Walpole Times to Remember 
  

Walpole CRC 

Tue to Fri 9am-4pm  
Walpole Nornalup Visitor Centre 

 Monday-Friday 9-5pm , Saturday 9-3 Sunday 9-1pm. 
Library 9840 1108 

Wed 9am-12pm and 1pm-3:30pm 
Fri 9am-12pm and 1pm-3:30pm, 

Sat 9am-12pm 
Walpole Weekly 

Monday 10am Deadline: 
Tues to Fri 10:30am-3pm 

Walpole Op Shop  

Mon- Fri 9:30am-11:30am; Sat 10am-12pm 
St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church  

Sat 3:45 pm 

St George’s Anglican Church  

Sun 10am 
Walpole Waste Transfer Station  

Tues and Thu 1pm-5pm; Sun 9am-5pm 
Peaceful Bay Refuse Site  

Wed 9am-1pm; Sun 1pm-4:30pm 

A message from the 

Walpole Weekly 

 

 

 

 

Got an interesting, funny, or heart-warming story? 

We’d love to hear it!  

 

Send in your local stories and experiences to 

weekly@walpole.org.au 

to get them printed in the Walpole Weekly!  

 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

VETERINARY & ANIMAL CARE 
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