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Double Celebration for Walpole at 

WA Tourism Awards 
The journey from Walpole to Carnarvon is not a 
short one. In fact, it is 1299 kilometres of road 
stretching from the state’s green southwest to its 
rugged northwest. But for Gary Muir and Emma 
Bennett, representing Walpole at the WA Tourism 
Awards, the long drive was well worth it! 
 
Travelling by car, where most travelled by plane, 
to attend the 2026 WA Tourism Conference and 
Awards, Gary and Emma arrived in Carnarvon to 
represent and celebrate what would become a 
memorable night for both our small town of 
Walpole and one of its most passionate tourism 
legends.  
 
Held beneath the stars at Carnarvon’s spectacular 
Space and Technology Museum, the awards 
evening brought together tourism operators, 
destination managers and communities from 
across Western Australia. Against a backdrop of 
rockets and satellites, Walpole had plenty to 
celebrate!  
 

Walpole was awarded Bronze in the Tiny Tourism Town Category of the 2026 
7NEWS Top Tourism Town Awards, placing it among the states most 
exceptional destinations. With our southern forests neighbour, Pemberton, 
coming home with Silver and Kalbarri taking out the Gold. The award celebrates 
small communities with a population under 1500 that deliver outstanding tourism 
experiences while showcasing authentic local character and natural attractions; 
all things that make Walpole such a special place to visit.  
 
For Walpole, the bronze award reflects not only the region’s remarkable natural 
attractions, but also the enormous community effort behind the submission itself. 
Led by the dedicated committee members of the Walpole-Nornalup Visitor 
Centre and supported by local businesses, filmmakers and community members, 
the application was a significant undertaking.  

continued page 2... 

Local Legend, Gary Muir with 

legend-in-training, Emma Bennett 

Photo: Graeme Dearle   
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Preparing a Top Tourism Town submission is no 
small task - almost 5,000 words of content, an 
editorial article, sample itinerary, supporting imagery 
and a two-minute highlight video. Countless hours 
were invested in gathering stories, coordinating 
contributions and showcasing the experiences that 
make Walpole unique. The bronze award is a 
testament to that collective effort and recognition of 
what we have long known:  
Walpole is a truly special place! 
 
As if the evening could not get any better for 
Walpole, there was another major announcement. 
Long-time tourism operator and environmental 
advocate Gary Muir was announced the recipient of 
the Local Tourism Legend Award! This award 
recognises individuals who have made an 
exceptional and enduring contribution to WA’s 
tourism industry over many years. Few people 
embody that description better than Gary.  
 
For more than 30 years, Gary has been one of the 
driving forces behind nature-based tourism in 
Western Australia.  
 

… from front page 

A sixth-generation member of the pioneering Muir 
family, Gary grew up exploring the waterways and 
wilderness of Walpole and has spent decades helping 
visitors connect with the region’s natural and cultural 
heritage.  
 
Through his work developing eco-tourism and 
championing environmental conservation and 
education, he has helped introduce countless visitors 
to the natural wonders of the south coast.  
 
We know him as Gazza, the energetic face of WOW 
Wilderness EcoCruises, who has guided visitors 
through the Walpole-Nornalup Inlets Marine Park 
with his trademark humour, storytelling and 
ecological knowledge. Thousands of visitors each 
year experience Walpole through Gary’s lens - one 
that blends science, conservation, history and 
wonder.  The EcoCruise with Gazza is an experience 
few people ever forget, it is truly one of a kind. 
 
However, the award also recognised the enormous 
contribution Gary has made behind the scenes to 
tourism, conservation and education across the 
region. Over the years, Gary has also become widely 
respected for his environmental leadership and 
community work. From helping establish Project 
Dieback and developing pathogen hygiene stations 
now used across Australia and New Zealand, to 
supporting school eco-education programs, such as 
UR Walpole, citizen science projects and biodiversity 
research, his influence reaches far beyond tourism 
alone.  
 
Walpole is beyond proud to have him and all that he 
contributes to the community!  
 
 
 

Gary Muir was awarded the  
Local Tourism Legend Award  

Food and fun at Carnarvon’s  
Space and Technology Museum 

Pemberton was awarded second place for the  
Top Tourism Town, with Walpole close behind in third.  

Photo: Shire of Manjimup 

Photo: Graeme Dearle   

continued page 3... 
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Photo credit: 

Xavier Kolan 

 

The double success in Carnarvon serves as a 
reminder of what can be achieved when passionate 
and dedicated individuals work together, Walpole’s 
bronze tourism award recognises a whole 
community effort, while Gary’s Tourism Legend 
Award celebrates a lifetime spent helping others 
discover and appreciate the natural beauty of 
Walpole.  
 
At the end of the night, Gary and Emma knew of the 

long drive ahead of them. This time, however, they 

were bringing back more than memories - they were 

bringing home two awards and plenty of reasons for 

Walpole to be proud. 
 

The Shire of Manjimup congratulated Pemberton 

and Walpole on social media.  

 

They also commented on the Legend himself, 
saying, “If you’ve ever joined one of Gary’s tours, 

you’ll know they come packed with fascinating 

stories, sharp humour, incredible local knowledge, 

and enough passion to power the boat twice over.” 

 
~ Walpole Weekly 

(Thanks to Emma Bennett of  

WOW Wilderness EcoCruises) 

… from page 2 
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Time Date Details  

12.00pm Friday 
June 

5th 

BTH Ladies’ Club 
2026 Annual Soup Day  

at 
Tingledale Hall 

11.00am Saturday 
June 

6th 

Tingledale School 
Centenary 

at Tingledale Hall 

9.00am  
to 12.00pm 

Sunday 
June 

14th 

Winter Garden 
Maintenance Workshop 

with Neal Collins 
at Ficifolia Community 

Garden 

10.00am Sunday 
June 

14th 

70 Years Invitation to 
Dedication Festival  

at St George’s Anglican 
Church, Walpole 

10.30am 
to 12.30pm 

Thursday 
June 

18th 

InCasa Community 
Meeting at 

Walpole CRC  

8.15am 
Pick up 

2.00pm  
Return 

Monday 
June 

29th 

Walking in Water 
Programme for Seniors 

Meet at Walpole CRC 
Register: 9840 1395  

Upcoming Activities 

 

Craig Kelly 

Winners Graham and Peter with generator prizes Winners Graham and Peter with generator prizes Winners Graham and Peter with generator prizes 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

Winners Graham and Peter with generator prizes Winners Graham and Peter with generator prizes 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

Winners Graham and Peter with generator prizes 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

Winners Graham and Peter with generator prizes 

Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker Kate O’Brien and Sarah Walker 

Denmark Shire 
Councillors 

     

 

    

Day Details  

 Monday 

Mahjong at Walpole Community Hall, 10am - Noon  

Mahjong at Nornalup 2pm - 5pm  

Contact Gail on 0427 689 028 for venue details.  
Doctor Services at Walpole Health Clinic  

by appointment 9840 1173 

Forget Me Not Café 10.30am - 12.00pm at BP Café 

3rd Monday every month 

Pickleball 9.30am-11.30am at Walpole Rec Centre 
Pilates Anna-Marie, Walpole Community Hall 6pm 

Ficifolia Community Garden  

Gardening Together (All welcome) 9am to 12pm 

Hatha Beginner Yoga at 6pm  

with Alice, Central Walpole 

 Tuesday 

Pilates Anna-Marie, Walpole Community Hall 9am 

Weight Watchers at the Anglican Church Walpole, 

9:30am  
Chair Pilates at Walpole Community Hall 10.30am 

Country Club Scoungers Golf 12:30pm 

Autumn Club at Walpole Sport and Rec Centre, 1pm  

Wednesday 

Stretch and Tone Class at Walpole Sport and Rec 
Centre, 9 -10am  

Doctor Services at Walpole Health Clinic by 

appointment 9840 1173 - Telehealth only 

10am - 2pm (Every last Wednesday each month) 

Community Bingo at the Walpole Community Hall 
(Every second Wednesday) 

Walpole Country Club Social Bowls 12:30pm 

Stretch and Meditate at 6pm  

with Alice, Central Walpole 

 Thursday 

Ficifolia Community Garden  
Playgroup. 9am to 11.30am 

Contact fcgwalpole@gmail.com for more info 

Pathology Pathwest at Walpole Health Clinic 

8:30am -11:30am 

JR Karate at Walpole Sport and Rec Centre  
3:15 - 4:15pm 

Yoga with Jenny Nornalup Hall 5:30pm 

Anglicare Financial Counselling 1st Thursday every 

month by appointment - contact CRC  

Ladies golf 10.30am at Walpole Country Club 
Pilates Anna-Marie, Walpole Community Hall , 9am 

Community Lunch at Walpole Hotel/Motel 12pm 

 Friday 

Walpole Menshed at LIA Miguel Place, Walpole, 

9.30am -12:30pm 

Doctor Services at Walpole Health Clinic  

by appointment 9840 1173 (Fortnightly)  
Craft Group at Walpole Community Hall, 2nd and 4th 

Friday 9:30am  

Meals on Wheels Delivery 

Walpole Community Bus trip every second Friday  

of every month 
Pickleball 10am-12pm at Walpole Rec Centre 

Zumba 9am-10am Walpole Rec Centre 

 Saturday 
Yoga with Jenny Nornalup Hall 9am 

St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church Service  

at Walpole, 3:45pm  

 Sunday 

St George's Anglican Church Service 10am 

2nd and 4th Sunday of every month - All Welcome 
Walpole Country Club Scroungers Bowls 12:30 pm  

Walpole Country Club Men’s Golf 11am 

 

 

 
 

Weekly events 

mailto:fcgwalpole@gmail.com
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Photo of the week! 
Be sure to email your photos to  

weekly@walpole.org.au 

Peaceful Bay 

Photo by Shondelle Stewart 

Happy Birthday Carmy! 

A simple lunch at the Walpole BP Café turned into a 
wonderful celebration on 22nd May, when three 
local ladies gathered to share stories, laughter and 
friendship. 

 

The occasion was extra 
special as it marked the 84th 
birthday of Carmelita 
O’Sullivan, whose birthday 
fell on the Saturday 
following their get-together. 
Joining Carmelita were two 
equally remarkable friends, 
Betty Martin and Betty Jeffs, 
both proving that age is no 
barrier to living life to the 
fullest. 

 

At 91 years young, Betty Martin continues to amaze 
those around her with her creativity, still making 
beautiful handmade doilies and crafting special hats. 

In fact, she arrived with 
hats for everyone, adding 
even more fun and colour 
to the celebration. 

 

Betty Jeffs, also 84, was in 
great spirits and enjoyed 
spending time with her 
friends, sharing memories 
and plenty of laughs 
throughout the afternoon. 

 

The gathering was a reminder of the importance of 
friendship, connection and taking time to celebrate 
life’s milestones. Stories flowed freely, laughter 
echoed around the table, and everyone left with 
smiles on their faces. 

 

Support worker Maree Bryne, 
who accompanied the ladies, said 
it was a privilege to be part of 
such a special day. 

 

“It was wonderful to see these amazing women 
enjoying each other’s company and celebrating 
together. I really enjoyed being part of their day.” 

 

Sometimes the best celebrations are the simplest ones 
a shared meal, good friends, happy memories and 
plenty of laughter.  

 

~ Maree Bryne 

 
Thought for the day 

 
 

Keep close to Nature’s 
heart. Once in a while, 
climb a mountain or 
spend a week in the 
woods. Wash your 

spirit clean.  
 

John Muir 
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Room 2 Powers Up at Walpole’s 

Mini Pumped Hydro 

Room 2 students at Walpole Primary School recently 
switched their learning from the classroom to real life 
with an exciting excursion to Walpole’s Mini 
Pumped Hydro System. The visit perfectly connected 
with this year’s UR Walpole theme of ‘Electricity’, 
and supported Room 2’s strong focus on renewable 
energy. 

 

Students were fortunate to be guided by the project’s 
developer, Colin Stonehouse, who generously shared 
his time and expertise. Colin gave an engaging tour 
of the site, explaining how the system was designed, 
built, and how it will soon operate. He commented on 
how impressed he was with the students’ knowledge, 
thoughtful questions, and enthusiasm, noting their 
strong understanding of renewable energy concepts. 

 
Exploring the System 

During the excursion, students visited key parts of 
the facility, including: 

 

• The bottom dam 

• The power shed, housing the pump and 
generator 

• The battery shed, where energy is stored for 
later use 

 

They also learned about the 
physical layout of the 
system, including the 900 
metres of pipe connecting 
the bottom dam to the top 
dam, which sits 90 metres 
higher. Colin explained that 
construction of the project 
took approximately 1.5 
years, highlighting the 
planning and effort 
required to bring 
sustainable energy 
solutions to life in Walpole. 

How It Works 

Students discovered how hydropower works in a 
simple and practical way. Hydropower generates 
electricity by using moving water - in this case, water 
is pumped uphill and then released downhill through 
a generator to create power. 

 

At Walpole’s system: 

 

•  1.5 megawatts of solar panels near the lower  
  dam will generate electricity during the day 
•  This solar energy is used to pump water uphill  
  to  the top dam 
• When electricity is needed, water is released 

back down, spinning a turbine to generate 
power 

 
This clever system stores energy for later use, making 
it a reliable renewable solution. 
 

Powering Walpole 

Students were excited to hear that the project is 
already proving its value. In the last fortnight, the 
battery system has provided power to Walpole three 
times, demonstrating its ability to support the local 
grid. Colin explained that the battery has enough 
stored energy to power Walpole and surrounding 
areas for up to 45 minutes, an important backup 
during outages or peak demand times. 

 
Looking Ahead 

The project is nearing an important milestone, with 
Western Power set to begin testing the mini pumped 
hydro system within the next two weeks. Students 
were thrilled to learn they are witnessing a cutting-
edge local project just as it prepares to become fully 
operational. 

 
A Powerful Learning Experience 

The excursion gave Room 2 a real-world 
understanding of how renewable energy systems 
work and why they are important for the future.  

 

 

Inside Walpole’s Mini Pumped Hydro System 

continued page 7... 
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By seeing the technology up close, students 
deepened their knowledge of electricity, 
sustainability, and innovation. 

 

Room 2 left the site inspired, with a deeper 
appreciation for how communities like Walpole can 
harness natural resources to create clean, reliable 
energy. 

 

~  Narelle O’Brien  

Walpole Primary School,  

Room 2 classroom teacher 

… from page 6 Big storm leaves Walpole…  

WITH power? 

Walpole is a town famous for its power-cuts. We 

even have an episode of ABC Landline about us and 

our power struggles. The truth of the matter is that 
power-outages in a remote location like Walpole are 

both irritating and dangerous. Councillor Jennifer 

Willcox told ABC News in 2024,  

“We can’t cope with power outages, people need 

fuel and food… once the power goes out so does 

communication, we’re isolated and cut off.”  

 
But let’s just appreciate for a moment that just for 

once, we didn’t have a power-outage! On 1st June, 

the latest (once-in-every-five-year) storm rocked 

WA, causing a great deal of damage across the 

south. Once the storm passed we were left with 

debris covered roads, snapped branches, high tides 
and even a fallen tree by Nockolds Street.  

 

More than 20,500 

customers were 

without power in 

the Southwest and 

Great Southern…  
 

But not us! 
Woohoo! No 

flooded freezers, 
no tripping over in 

the dark (carrots 

don’t help!) and 

most importantly, 

no loud hums from 

generators.  

 
~ Walpole Weekly 

Tree down by Nockolds Street 

Swarbrick Jetty 
Photo: Jasmine Dyer 
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70 Years of Church Services  

in St George’s Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 14th June, commemorative services will 
be held at St George’s Hall to celebrate 70 years of 
church services in the current building. Prior to the 
construction of St George’s Hall, monthly church 
services were held in the old Mission House, an  

ex-Group Settlement house that had been relocated 
from Hazelvale onto the existing site.  

 

The number of people attending these services rarely 
exceeded ten, so the Mission House was adequate. 
That all changed when Reverand George Kingston, 
the newly arrived Rector for the Church of England 
parish in Denmark, began delivering sermons in 
Walpole. 

 

As reported by Molly Smith, in Looking Back with 
Molly, it was not long before numbers of people 
attending church services in Walpole grew to 
between 50 and 60.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Reverand 
quickly made strong 
friendships within the 
community and 
welcomed all religions 
to his sermons, which 
earned him the approval 
and respect of many 
local people.  

For a time, the large numbers attending Reverand 
George Kingston’s sermons meant that church 
services were moved to the larger building that was 
used as the town hall. A building committee was 
soon formed with a view to build a new church hall. 

 

The planning and construction of the new hall, as 
well as the funds needed, are a testament to a 
community coming together to effect positive 
change. The Reverand, who had previous building 
experience in Ireland was a strong driver in 
facilitating the community action and soon there 
were many offers of help and donations being 
offered to complete the project. Anecdotally, many 
local farmers donated the proceeds of a calf from 
their herds to help with costs, the footings for the 
hall were cut and split on a local farmer’s property 
using donated wood, the local saw mill provided the 
sawn timber at a considerable discount and countless 
volunteer hours from community members were 
given to assist fundraising efforts in the way of 
dances and social evenings, as well as for the 
construction of the hall. Even the beloved 

Dr Burnside contributed by hand, making pews for 
the hall, with three of the original pews still used 
today. St George’s Hall exemplifies the ‘can do’ 
spirit of small communities seeing what is needed 
and getting it done. 

 

The new church hall was officially opened on the 
5th June, 1956 by the Bishop of the Bunbury 
Diocese, Bishop Redding. The building committee 
wished to name the new hall after Reverand George 
Kingston, who politely declined, and thus, the new 
church hall was named St George’s Hall.  Photos of 
the construction of the hall, including the Reverand 
on the saw, were sourced from the WNDHS website. 

 

Commemorative services will take place on Sunday 
14th June. If you go along, don’t forget to check out 
the three original pews still in St George’s Hall that 
were handcrafted by Dr Burnside. 

 

Read Looking Back with Molly Smith at: 

wndhs.org.au/repository/journey/
kingston_george.html 

 

~  Narelle O’Brien for the Walpole Nornalup and 
Districts Historical Society 

The Walpole community came together to  

fund and build St George’s Hall. 

Officially opened in 1956 

https://wndhs.org.au/repository/journey/kingston_george.html
https://wndhs.org.au/repository/journey/kingston_george.html
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Walpole CRC Noticeboard 
 
 
 

 

Walking in Water -  
Seniors’ Wellness Programme 

Proudly sponsored by Community Bank 
Mount Barker and the Walpole CRC 

 

Expressions of Interest are now open. 
 
The Walpole Community Resource Centre is 
pleased to announce the commencement of 
the Walking in Water Programme, beginning 
on Monday, 29th June 2026. 
 
This exciting 12-month programme offers 
local seniors the opportunity to participate in 
a gentle and enjoyable walk-in-water exercise 
session at the Manjimup Swimming Pool. 
Designed to support health, well-being, and 
social connection, the programme provides a 
safe, low-impact form of exercise suitable for 
a range of fitness levels. 
 
One day per month, up to 10 participants will 
travel to Manjimup on the community bus to 
take part in the programme. Following the 
pool session, participants will have the 
opportunity to enjoy lunch (at their own 
expense) and spend some time exploring the 
shops and attractions around town. A small 
participant contribution of $2.50 per trip will 
apply to assist with transport costs. 
Places are limited, so anyone interested in 
participating is encouraged to contact the 
Walpole CRC as soon as possible to register 
their interest. 
 
✓ Pick up by bus at Walpole CRC: 

8.15am 

✓ Return to Walpole CRC: 2.00pm  

 
For further information or to express your 
interest, please contact the Walpole 
Community Resource Centre on: 
9840 1395 or call in. 
 
We look forward to sharing this enjoyable 
health and wellbeing 
experience with our 
local seniors. 
 
~ Walpole CRC 

Classifieds 
 

Contact us at weekly@walpole.org.au or 
visit the Walpole CRC  

Tuesday-Friday, 9.00am - 4.00pm 
to submit Classified Ads 

mailto:weekly@walpole.org.au
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UnJuMbLe these words! 

Here are some words relating to Fishing: 
 
 

Dor 

_____________________________ 
 

Cagnits 

_____________________________ 
 

Legran 
_____________________________ 

 
Abit 

_____________________________ 
 

Lsanom 

_____________________________ 

Weekly 
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e 
1
4

..
. 

mailto:weekly@walpole.org.au
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Retirement Planning Seminar well 
received at Walpole CRC 

The Walpole Community Resource Centre recently 
hosted a Retirement Planning Seminar on 28th May 
2026, presented by Suzi from Services Australia’s 
Financial Information Service in Albany. 
 
Seven local residents attended the informative 
session, which provided practical information to 
help participants better understand their financial 
options and entitlements as they prepare for 
retirement. 
 
Topics covered included the income test, asset tests 
for both homeowners and non-homeowners, 
retirement planning strategies, deeming rates, and 
superannuation. The seminar also provided an 
opportunity for attendees to ask questions and 
discuss topics relevant to their own circumstances. 
 
The session generated plenty of discussion, with 
participants actively engaging throughout the 
presentation. The relaxed and friendly atmosphere 
encouraged questions and conversation, creating a 
positive learning environment for everyone 
involved. 
 
Suzi commented that the venue and presentation 
space at the Walpole CRC were excellent and said 
she thoroughly enjoyed her time in Walpole. 
Participants also expressed their appreciation for the 
session, with the overall feedback highlighting the 
informative content and welcoming atmosphere. 
 
The Walpole CRC would like to thank Suzi for 
sharing her knowledge and expertise and for 
providing valuable information to local residents. 
Anyone wishing to arrange a follow-up appointment 
or seek further information can contact Services 
Australia on 132 300 and ask to speak with the 
Financial Information Service (FIS). 
 
~ Jan Brooks 
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Kevin Pierce; 

Rob and Amber V 

 Letter to the Editor 

Many happy memories 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Some of you might have already heard that Kaye and 
I will be leaving town in mid-June. We’re starting a 
new chapter and moving closer to family and 
medical services. 

 

We’ve lived in Walpole for 16 years and made some 
wonderful friends along the way. A big part of our 
time here was volunteering with St John Ambulance 
for nearly 10 years. 

 

Through that, we had the chance to give something 
back to Walpole. One thing we’re proud of is 
introducing the first St John Ambulance Community 
Transport vehicle in a regional area of WA.  

 

It’s great to see that idea is now being used in other 
regional areas across the state. 

 

When we started volunteering, we had no experience 
at all. So, if you’ve ever thought about giving it a go, 
we’d really encourage you to try. It’s a great way to 
learn new skills, help others, and feel part of the 
community. 

 

St John Walpole is currently looking for new 
volunteers, so please have a think about getting 
involved. We know that might sound a bit like a 
plug, but we’re still very passionate about St John 
and want to see the service continue well into the 
future. 

 

In conclusion we would also like to say a big 
thankyou to the Walpole community for all the 
support and kindness over the years, especially 
during times of illness. We’ll be sad to go, but we 
leave with many happy memories. Walpole really 
shows what a small community can achieve when 
people look out for each other. 

 

We’ve loved being part of it. 

Thank you, Walpole. 

 

~ Kaye and Dennis 
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Craig Kelly 

What’s on offer in and around Walpole this week... 

Your weekly food and coffee guide 

Tree Top Restaurant, Tree Top Walk Motel - 45 Nockolds Street                 9840 1444 

CLOSED SUNDAYS 

Dine-in - à la carte and exclusive Indian Cuisine-Mon-Sat from 6pm 

Take away only - Pizza-Mon-Sat from 5pm 

Walpole Hotel/ Motel  ‘Open for Lunch and Dinner 7 days a week’                9840 1023 

Open every day Lunch 12pm-2pm, Dinner 6pm - 8pm, Cnr Boronia Ave & South West Hwy, Walpole 

‘Ask a Techy’ at the Walpole CRC 

Ask a Techy session goes off 
without a glitch! 
 
Last Thursday, six intrepid locals ventured into a 
voyage of discovery. The aim was to take the pain 
out of technology and put it to use to do the things 
everybody wants to do - go shopping, pay bills, 
video call the grandkids and deal with internet 
banking and government bureaucracy.  
 
Thanks to sponsorship from the Department of 
Home Affairs, Regional Tech Hub and Be 
Connected, the CRC was able to provide each 
participant with a brand new tablet computer 
running the latest version of Android, to take home 
and get familiar with.  
 
Over the next five weeks, 
class sessions of forty five 
minutes will be supplemented 
by one-on-one sessions to 
enable each person to 
personalise their tablet to their 
needs and help them to find 
solutions to problems they 
never knew existed. 

The problem we all faced was the age-old enemy - 
Passwords! A challenge not just for Seniors.  
 
We are running extra one-on-one sessions this 
Tuesday to help everybody recover passwords and 
get their tablets set up just right. We are all learning 
along the way and enthusiasm has not dimmed, so we 
are looking forward to the next group session on 
Thursday. 
 
~ Brian Taylor 



16 - 3rd June, 2026 

 

Walpole Weekly 

Tracksuit Pants, Slippers and 
Stories: Walpole farewells  
Peter Bannister 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday afternoon, family, friends and members 
of the Walpole community gathered at the Walpole 
Hotel for a wake celebrating the life of Peter 
Bannister. 
 
In a tribute that Pete himself would have 
appreciated, many attendees arrived wearing 
tracksuit pants and slippers. It was a fitting farewell 
for a man who was rarely seen dressed any other 
way and immediately set the tone for an afternoon 
filled with laughter, memories and storytelling. 
Peter, who passed away on 19th May, was 
remembered as a real estate agent, keen fisherman, 
adventurer and storyteller. Always ready with a yarn, 
advice, or a good story, Pete left his mark on 
countless people throughout the community. 
 
The formal part of the afternoon began with heartfelt 
speeches from Pete’s stepsons, Lewis and Mitch. 
Through their words, those gathered were reminded 
of Pete’s larger-than-life personality, his sense of 
humour and the many adventures he shared with 
family and friends. 
 
Guests were then invited to share their own 
memories, and it quickly became clear just how 
many lives Pete had touched. Stories came from 
people who had bought their homes through Pete 
over the years, while others fondly recalled buying 
fresh prawns from him at Christmas time.  
 
Each story painted a picture of a man who was 
deeply woven into the fabric of Walpole life. 
 
 

One of the highlights came from Fiona, who lived 
near Pete for many years. She shared that Pete’s car 
was legendary for being an absolute mess even when 
he was taking prospective buyers to inspect houses. 
 
One of the most touching stories shared during the 
afternoon centred around Pete’s favourite spot at the 
Walpole Hotel. Every day at 5pm, Pete would take 
his place in the corner of the bar. According to Kris 
from the hotel, he was so reliable that she could 
almost set her watch by his arrival. If Pete hadn't 
appeared by 5.15pm, phone calls would quickly start 
making the rounds to check that everything was 
alright. 
 
In recognition of the special place Pete held in both 
the hotel and the community, a plaque bearing his 
name now marks his corner of the bar, where on 
Saturday they had placed his usual beer and plate of 
sausage rolls. 
 
As photographs were shared and memories flowed, 
the afternoon became less about saying goodbye and 
more about celebrating a life well lived. There were 
tears, plenty of laughs and a strong sense of gratitude 
for having known such a unique character. 
 
Pete may no longer be with us, but his stories, his 
humour and his contribution to the Walpole 
community will not be forgotten.  
 
~ Diana Smith 
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Walpole Country Club Golf Results 
 
Thursday was the Ladies Viv Hart Memorial Trophy 
and despite the forecast for significant rain, Walpole 
turned on a beautiful afternoon for golf. 

A small field of 7 players played, with Viv Tippett 
the overall winner with a solid 36 points and 
Caroline Ozolins second on 29 points. 

 

Golf is a winter sport as they say. Well Sunday 
presented the best of winter conditions for the Club 
Trophy Stableford competition. At 11 o’clock there 
was only the Vice-Captain and myself, the wind was 
gusting, heavy showers blowing through and we 
were so sure no one would show up we had not even 
got our gear out of the sheds.  

 

So then along comes one of our members, no names 
but a farmer (retired) may give some a hint to who. 
Come on you blokes what’s wrong with you? It will 
be fine he says, just a few showers and a bit of wind. 
Needless to say, we got out our carts and played. So, 
a field of 3 played in Sunday’s event with Andy 
Laurie the eventual winner on 36 points and a golf 
ball to show for his endeavours. All in all a good 
afternoon with a few laughs along thew way. 

 

Email us your sports results at: 

weekly@walpole.org.au  

Alternatively drop them in the box at the back door.  

Weekly sport 

This week: 

 

Thursday - 4th June - Suzi Hawkins Trophy Stroke 
CYP - Tee off time 11:15am 

 

Sunday 7th June - Club Trophy Stableford mixed - 
Tee off time 11:30am 

 

Tuesday 9th June - 13 Hole Scroungers Stableford 
mixed - Tee off time 13:00pm 

 

~ Andy Laurie  

Walpole Times to Remember 

 
  

Walpole CRC 

Tue to Fri 9am-4pm  
Walpole Nornalup Visitor Centre 

Tuesday-Fri 9am-3pm  Sat 9am-1pm  
Library 9840 1108 

Wed 9am-12pm and 1pm-3:30pm 

Fri 9am-12pm and 1pm-3:30pm, 
Sat 9am-12pm 

Walpole Weekly 

Monday 10am Deadline: 

Tues to Fri 10:30am-3pm 
Walpole Op Shop  

Mon- Fri 9:30am-11:30am; Sat 10am-1pm 
St Francis of Assisi Catholic Church  

Sat 3:45 pm 
St George’s Anglican Church  

Sun 10am 
Walpole Waste Transfer Station  

Tues and Thu 1pm-5pm; Sun 9am-5pm 
Peaceful Bay Refuse Site  

Wed 9am-1pm; Sun 1pm-4:30pm 

Overall winner: Viv Tippett  
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ACCOUNTING 

AGRICULTURE 

AUTO AND MARINE 

BUILDING AND TRADE 

0439 692 555  

 

office@powleyelectrical.com.au    

 

Answers: Rod, Casting, Angler, Bait, Salmon 
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Your suppliers for 
Timber Roof Trusses 

& Wall Frames 

 

17-21 Cockburn Rd 
PO Box 5628 
Albany WA 6332 
Ph: 9842 1533  
Fax: 9842 1833 

www.rainbowft.com.au 

BUILDING AND TRADE 

St George’s Anglican Church 
cnr Vista & Pier, Walpole 

 

All are welcome  

 

 Sunday Service 10am 

 

Revd Sally Buckley tssf: 9848 2173 

www.denmarkanglican.org.au 
In Walpole: Harold Luxton 9840 1661 

VETERINARY AND ANIMAL CARE 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

http://www.denmarkanglican.org.au
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